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Where I This Year Pass By 
By George Klingle 
. pathway of the year just gone leads back- 


ward, and I stand 
To catch a glimpse of flowers or weeds strown by 
my passing hand. ’ 
A little pathway lies ahead—God giveth me anew 
The chance to thought-seeds cast about, to drink 
His wine of dew, 
And help the garden-fields of earth give sweetest 
blooms that blow; 
But how have I fulfilled the task He gave a year ago? 


© 


We pass but once along the road; we go not back 
to till— 

What did I cast along the way my mission to fulfil, 

And who am I that every time God gives the new 
year's round 

He gives me still another one? God grant that there 
be found 

No empty spaces ‘on my path where flowers ‘should 
bud and blow, 

Along this opening year of mine He willeth to be- 
stow, 

But that, beneath His guiding hand, my garden-path 
may lie 

All weeded and wreathed round in blooms, where I 
this year pass by. 








Out of the Ordinary 


This last blow seems too much! That is the way 
we may feel, as we are fairly dazed or bewildered 
under the shock of circumstances that fairly seem 
to crush us. But is it “too much”? For us, yes. For 
God? A Christian man writes to a friend: “Am 
having a few testings a bit out of the ordinary, but 
I find Him extraordinary.” He always is; and it is 
His loving, wonderful work to place all that he is, 
and all his extraordinary resources, instantly and 
continuously at our disposal for the meeting of all 


our needs. When we believe Him for this, we shall 
find that the circumstances. that are so out of the 
ordinary that they would baffle or defeat or crush 
us, become simply blessed opportunities for Christ to 
show us his love and power. The worse our circum- 
stances are, the better our Saviour will prove to be. 


“-— 
Law of the Superior Man 


There is nothing new in the Superman idea. 
The Chinese had it long ago. And Confucius’ “law 
of the Superior Man” was an inspiration in Chinese 
archery, Principal Thurston recently told an audience 
of Washington City school children. When a Chinese 
archer misses the center of the target he makes a new~ 
study of the subtlety of the wind, or sets himself to 
find why his hand was not steady, and thus he so care-_ 
fully perfects himself that he becomes eventually the 
Superior Man. The Christian, however, has an in- 


’ finitely better law of the Superior Man. It is the 


“law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” who, in- 
dwelling and abiding, sets the yielded believer free 
from the law of failure, “the law of sin and of death.” 
What the Christian cannot do himself, the Superior 
Man, the God-Man, does in him and for him and 
through him. And this Christian law of the Superior 
Man enables us to become so expert in spiritual 
archery that we are “able to quench all the fiery 
darts of the Evil One.” 


=< 
Holiness Without Effort 


We.can never have the, best things by working 
for them. For any work of ours is maimed and 
marred by our own sinfulness. Imperfect man can- 
not produce perfect things; and the best things are 
perfect. But if we cannot have these by our works, 
we can have them as gifts from God. God wants 
us to have a perfect holiness ; he knows we can never 


we 


have it by working for it; so he offers to give it to 
us, in Christ. Of this, Evan Hopkins, of Keswick, 
has said: “A wonderful cliange comes over the man 
who grasps [this] glad tidings for saints." What is 
the change? Before ... , effort consisted in an 
attempt to attain, to realize, and to accomplish. The 
soul worked to holiness, and made efforts to attain it. 
But when the fact is realized that all we need for 
holiness is embodied in Christ, and that we have 
received Him as holiness within us, what then? We 
work from holiness. That makes a vast difference 
in the experience.” The only holiness worth having 
is that which is without effort of our own, received 
by simple faith as God gives it in Christ. Then our 
“works” will be wonderful, supernatural,—for they 
will not be ours, but His. 


<x 
The Secret of Vitality 


If the modern church would let more be done 
for it, it would be more robust. In a searching in- 
quiry into. “the secret of vitality in the Pauline 
Churches,” Professor H. R. Mackintosh, in the In- 
ternational Review of Missions, intimates that it was 
because they knew how to take. “No word,” says 
he, “recurs with more arresting emphasis in the 
Epistles of St. Paul than the word ‘receive.’” We 
have receivéd “the. atonement,” “the spirit of adop- 
tion,” “Jesus Christ.” “Clearly what creates the 
Church and gives it continuously prevailing strength 
is the fact that it takes the materials of its life hum- 
bly and perpetually from the hand of God. The first 
work of the true Church is not willingness to serve 
but the grateful and passionate humility that will 
take.’ The Church has multiplied its machinery in its 
well-meaning but mistaken*conviction that it must do 
in order to live and get on. May Paul’s prayer, “May 


you be filled with all the fulness of God,” be an-. 


swered in us till we can say, in truih, “Of his ful- 
ness have all we received.” 


w 


Ww’ Alicedtiies for Old 


we feel nothing can be done about them. We 

feel helpless in their presence. And a soul that 
is weakening is apt to find that these stern facts are 
increasing in number. But that sort of fatalism 
which is so native and depressing in the great 
Mohammedan world is absent from Christianity and 
never appears in the Bible. The Christian life is a 
life where one is made to feel that he can do some- 
thing about almost everything. The multitudes wel- 
comed Christ in part because as he spoke life 
seemed elastic, and he broke up their long, dreary 
acquiescence in all kinds of hopelessness. 

Even the fact of one’s ancestry, which of all facts 
seems the most strong and unalterable, he handled 
as lightly and graciously as the rest and seemed to 
be at home with it. Nicodemus came to him as a 
man who felt that some things could be altered and 
bettered, but the range,of those things was very nar- 
row. There were terribly important things which he 
did not think could be touched at all. And Christ 
broke in upon his little outlook and threw in this 
grand matter of ancestry as a thing within our scope. 
We know what a bogey the scientist can make out 
of it when he wishes. We know how the word 
“heredity” can be introduced into our thoughts in 
a way to paralyze action and hope. One of the hap- 
pier signs of our time is that this fact of heredity 
no longer seems quite as inflexible as it did. It is 
not brandished over us with quite the cld dogmatism. 

How men have wished.that they could just change 
that—their heredity. Those who socially have always 
felt themselves to be underneath have looked with 
unspeakable longing at the state of those who come 
from a long line of seemingly favored forbears, and 
the gulf between them has seemed almost impassable. 
The late Dr. Nash of Cambridge, one of the, most 
genial and hopeful of Christian scholars, entitles one 
of his chapters in social reconstruction “The Man 
Without a Grandfather,” and describes how he came 


T ve tee are some facts which seem so fixed that 


into his own after all. He felt that he had a right 
to a lineage like more fortunate men. Calvin so ex- 
pounded the Word of God to millions of men that 
he made its great truths more than compensate to 
them for the literal ancestry they had been deprived 
of. He gave an ancestry to millions by opening to 
them their standing with God, and showing how it 
was dependent not upon any accident of birth but 
upon God’s own will toward them. 

But it is really the heredity that is descending into 
us from our own past life rather than that of our 
forefathers, which now troubles most. Social science 
has made tremendous progress in convincing the 
children of men that their careers are not dependent 
on their ancestry. Careers have been thrown open to 
men whose birth had no hint of privilege on a wide 
scale. But many who know well that the disadvan- 
tages of their social precedents have been overcome, 
still wonder whether the heredity they have given 
themselves, and the ancestry of their past acts and 
all their own sins and failures can be overcome. 

We touch the very heart of the Gospel when we 
touch this. Can a new ancestry be given us that shall 
wholly replace all the streams of influence pouring 
into us out of our own past? In this region we need 
all the boldness we are capable of. Here we are apt 
to mince matters, and refine and hedge and limit un- 
til all the freshness of the great promises is lost. 
Out of real honesty, and fear lest we deal too lightly 
with law, we defer to it until we have no hope. In 
a general way we all believe that sin can be forgiven, 
but is there any greater disappointment in life than 
these things which we believe “in a general way”? 
The general way means that it never hits us our- 
selves, never comes straight home to our pressing 
need, never brings our own private conscience peace. 
Christ wanted men to believe in a particular way and 
a personal way. A noted preacher has said, “How 
seldom you hear a preacher now-a-days saying 
straight out that sins can be forgiven.” None deny 
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that they can, but few make the fact glow and 
stream with comfort and joy which can take effect 
within an hour. 

Be our past what it may have been the repentant 
soul has got to be bold about it. He not only can, 
theoretically, be born again, but he must be. There 
is no other hope for him. Probably we can never 
covet a different ancestry with quite the same keen- 
ness with which we covet the freshness and sweet- 
ness and innocence of a little unstained child. Can 
there be in our life, now perhaps well advanced, a 
new beginning which shall be to us like that? Can 
these tried and often dried and withered affections of 
ours ever be as fresh and new again? This is the 
whole question which the Saviour opens up with 
Nicodemus. He will say no less than that they can; 
he will modify*nothing. He offers to put over our 
future a different heredity than the one we have pre- 
pared for it. New birth is available when the first 
birth has gone wrong. God can bear us again. The 
phrase “born again” staggers us; it staggered Nico- 
demus, it does everybody; nevertheless it is just 
what every one of us wants and longs for, and men 
who never give an inkling that they think of such 
things want just that and nothing less, for nothing 
less will do any good. We must be born again. 

And Christ puts over those who trust him powers 
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which simply do bear us again and make us a new 
product. at which is born of God overcometh 
the world. This does not belong among the high, 
inaccessible altitudes of doctrine. This (is a truth 
which must not be left to experts. This is not’a 
word to be regarded with awe and left alone. If it 
has any meaning it has its chief weer Hoge 
those who cannot seem to escape’ from what th 
have been and the evil they have done. It is for all 
such who hope for nothing more than that they 
might become a little better perhaps, and it means 
that it is out of the question to become a little bet- 
ter. The only feasible thing, as Almighty God sees 
it, is for us to be made all over. _— , 

This is no distant doctrine, our being born again, 
not something to be hoped for as life’s distant, cli- 
max, but the fact with which things begin. It is to 
be remembered at the beginning of every day, that it 
may brood over our daily doings and control them 
instead of letting them controlled by the logic 
of all our past false steps and disloyalties. And for 
the old ancestry that we so dread, the ancestry of 
our misdoings and sins,- which we fear is going to 
stamp and control all that we henceforth do, God 
will give to those who will be bold enough to take 
it a new ancestry for the coming day and for all the 
years. 





Searching for ‘‘Cant.” 


There is a reference given on 2 Chronicles 2: 14 thus: 
Cant. 1: 3. I am at a loss to know what “Cant.” means. 
I found it in two other Bibles. Could you tell me, 


please?—A Washington State Reader. 


“Cant.” is an abbreviation for “Canticles,” which 
comes from the Latin word Canticum, meaning 
“song.” The reference is to the Song of Solomon, 
the name of which in the Vulgate, or Latin version 
of the Bible, is Canticum Canticorum, or Song of 
Songs. The English names of a number of books 
in the Old Testament are English translations of 
Greek or Latin names given by the Greek or Latin 
translators of the Old Testament. Thus we have in 
the Septuagint (the Greek translation), “Genesis,”’— 
generation; “Exodus,”—the going out; “Leviticus,”— 
pertaining to the Levites. These were not the He- 
brew names of the books. The first word or words, 
or the first important word, in the book, frequently 
formed the Hebrew title, and such titles may well be 
taken as inspired. Thus the Hebrew titles for the 
first three books would be: _Genesis—“In the begin- 
ning,” or the book of beginnings; Exodus—‘“these 
are the names,” the book of redemption in which both 
the names of the redeemed,—the chosen people, 
and the Name of the Redeemer, are central; Léviti- 
cus—“and He called,” the book relating to worship, 
which only those whom God calls can share. The 
Hebrew title of “The Song of Solomon” or “Canti- 
cles,” as it is called in some English versions, is 
“Song of Songs,”’—the first words of the book,— 
meaning the most beautiful or the best of all songs. 

Readers are-occasionally puzzled by finding in the 
margins of their Bibles abbreviations that do not 
apply to any of the sixty-six books. Such references 
are to the books of the Apocrypha and are occasion- 
ally included in the margin of some Bibles, even 
though the edition does not include the Old Testa- 
ment apocryphal books, which were added to the 
Septuagint Greek version of the Old Testament and 
to the Vulgate, and are included in some English 
versions. The abbreviation perhaps most frequently 
seen is “Ecclus.,” which refers to “Ecclesiasticus,” 
called also “The Proverbs of Jesus the Son of 


Sirach.” 
Hx 
What of the Billy Sunday Campaigns? 


The writer was principally interested the past year 
in your articles on the Billy Sunday campaigns, and 
very much disappointed to notice that this fall we have 
failed to see anything regarding these in your publi- 
cation. Kindly advise if you are to continue these 
articles?—A Minnesota Business Man. 


The Sunday School Times will continue to keep 
its readers informed ‘on the soul-winning work of 
God through the Billy Sunday campaigns. For nearly 
two years these campaigns were reported in detail in 
the Times, articles appearing in practically every 
issue during the course of a campaign. Inasmuch as 
this extended series of weekly articles has made 
widely known the characteristic facts and develop- 
ments of a Sunday evangelistic campaign, while the 
still continuing campaigns in various cities necessarily 
cover again much of the same ground, as to, methods 
of work and results, The Sunday School Times has 
not thought it advisable to make the Sunday news 
articles an every-week feature indefinitely, nor even 


to plan to report every campaign. This also makes it 
possible to publish other vital features, which readers 
of the Times will welcome. But in the case of cer- 
tain larger cities, such as Boston and New York, re- 
gh will appear. Next week an article by Mr. Philip 

. Howard, Publisher of The Sunday School Times, 
who personally visited the Boston meetings for this 
purpose, will give readers an impressive realization 
of the marvels of God’s grace that have been going on 
in that city. And Mr. Sunday himself sends to 
readers of the Times the striking message that ap- 
pears on this page. 

Let us continue in prayer and thanksgiving for 
God’s sweeping thousands and tens of thousands into 
eternal life through the blood atonement Gospel mes- 
sage of this “flaming message of God.” 

It is said that a leading Unitarian minister of Bos- 
ton was asked, not long ago, what he thought of 
Billy Sunday. He answered: “Mr. Sunday—‘Billy,’ 
as you call him—has brought into the Christian 
church two utilities that she greatly needed: light, 
and heat.” Which is a strikingly true answer, even 





Mr. and. Mrs. Sunday’s 
Personal Word 


To Sunday School Times readers— 
From the midst of the Boston campaign. 


I have never labored in a city where the 

people were more responsive to the Gospel 
than here in patriotic, cultured, wealthy 
‘old Boston. The responsiveness of the 
people ; the wonderful co-operation we are 
having; the almost unlimited space given 
by the newspapers; the great multitudes 
that throng the tabernacle, coming in 
excursions from all parts of New Eng- 
land—all show unmistakably that the 
human heart here and everywhere feels 
its need and is hungry for the old-time 
religion that has warmed this cold world’s 
heart for two thousand years. I covet the 
friendship and prayers of The Sunday 
School Times family everywhere. 
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if the one who gave it ng Po understand how far 
it goes. Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, by his shed 
blood as our substitute-sacrifice, brings the illumina- 


‘tion of the Light that he alone is, and the warmth 


of the Life that he alone is, to men who are “sepa- 
rate from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of the 
promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world” (Eph. 2:12). Billy Sunday brings this Light 
and Life to men, for he is true to the “Lamb slain 
from the foundation of the world.” 


x 
Can We Know We are Saved? 


Is the teaching that no one is really saved before 
death true? Does not the New Testament clearly teach 
that some are truly saved here and now, in this life?— 
A New York Inquirer. 


Not only does the New Testament plainly teach 
that one may be really saved before death, but it 
teaches also that unless one is saved before death he is 
eternally lost. If we would escape the, second death, 
we must be born again before we have died the first 
time. Our Lord Jesus makes salvation a present 
matter, not future, when he declares: “Verily, 
verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my words, and 
believeth him that sent me, hath eternal life and 
cometh not into judgment, but hath passed out of 
death into life’ (John 5:24). The writer well re- 
members how D. L. Moody used to ring: out that 
word “hath,” from the platform at Northfield, as he 
fairly shouted the good news that the moment we 
accept Jesus Christ as Saviour we are saved. And 
through the Apostle John God declares: “God gave 
unto us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. He 
that hath the Son hath the life; he that hath not the 
Son hath not the life” (1 John 5:11, 12). 

It is true that, while we receive salvation as a 
present fact and gift and experience through Christ 
our Saviour, his salvation includes also that which is 
future. We are saved now; yet there is coming to 
us “an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and 
that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven for you, 
who by the power of God are guarded through faith 
unto a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time” 
(1 Pet. 1:4, 5). “For the earnest expectation of the 
creation waiteth for the revealing of the sons of 
God ... that the creation itself also shall be deliv- 
ered from the bondage of corruption into the liberty 
of the glory of the children of God. . . . Ourselves 
also who have the first-fruits of the Spirit, even we 
ourselves groan within ourselves waiting for our 
adoption, to wit, the redemption of our bodies” 
(Rom. 8: 19-23). For this future fulness and com- 
pleting of the salvation which we now have, we 
await the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,-as we 
remember, “Beloved, now are we children of God 
[we are already saved], and it is not yet made mani- 
fest what we shall be. We know that, if he shall 
be manifested, we shall be like him; for we shall 
see him even as he is” (1 John 3:2). 

Our salvation, it is often suggested, may be thought 
of in three ways, as past, present, and future, as 
covered by the terms justified, sanctified, and glori- 
fied. We were justified in the past, the moment we 
accepted Jesus Christ as our Saviour and were born 
again by the Holy Spirit. We are sanctified moment 
by. moment as we trust fully in the sanctifying power 
of the Holy Spirit within us. We shall be glorified 
at Christ’s coming. And this threefold salvation is 
wonderfully covered in the following words of God: 
“For the grace of God hath appeared, bringing sal- 
vation to all men, instructing us, to the intent that, 
denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live 
soberly and righteously and godly in this present 
world; looking for the blessed hope and appearing 
of the glory of the great God and our Saviour Jesus 
Christ” (Titus 2: 11-13). 


— , 
When Praying for Faith 


I must be very dull of understanding, and deficient 
of faith, that I continue in a state of incomplete vic- 
tory. I am praying for faith, “How much more shall 
your Father which is in heaven give good things to 
them that ask him?” Surely faith is a good thing. 
We also read in the Epistles that faith is the gift of 
God.—Canadian Christian. 


But are you sure you have not already got all the 
faith that you need or that any one needs! 

Have you genuine doubts about the character of 
Jesus Christ? Have you honest doubts as to 
whether he is perfect, and whether his work for you 
is perfect, and whether his grace is sufficient? If 
you have no such doubts, then you have all the faith 
you need. You know that He is a perfect and suffi- 
cient Saviour, and you are probably making the mis- 
take of studying your faith instead of studying Him. 
If you are sure of Him, tell Him so and rest the 
whole case there. The victory for which you long 
is, and always must be, fully and exclusively His 
work. Doesn’t Christ work perfectly? If you are 
sure He does, thank Him that He is this very mo- 
ment working. perfectly in your life. 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 14 (John 1 : 19-34) 
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“ ironing out the wrinkles” for others 
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[: WAS blowing a gale when my boys -arfd-I left 





Dr. Bailey’s camp in Maine. The lake had never 

seemed so rough. Yet go we must, though the 
launch was overloaded with our dunnage. 

The doctor took the wheel,—he was likely to be at 
the wheel in any enterprise,—his man the engine, 
and we were mostly passengers. When we got wel 
away from the island we very soon saw that Lake 
Cobbosseecontee could be as rough as its name. 

The question was not so much how we could keep 
afloat, and go clear of the varied collection of rocks 
on the way, but how we could ever make a landing 
in that wind, blowing squarely against the small and 
only dock that we could use on the mainland. 

As we neared the shore the doctor asked me to go 
forward and get out the anchor, and to await orders. 
Presently we were running headlong straight at that 
dock. “Let go your anchor!” shouted the doctor. 
I did, like a shot. Then he put his wheel hard over, 
the engine stopped, and when the launch had swun 
around to her cable, and hung there, the stern wit 
a heavy trunk on it was within a foot of the dock, 
where we could ease her nearer with no trouble. 

“That. was gréat, doctor!” I cried, “the neatest 
thing I ever saw!” 

His only answer was a hearty laugh, and then, 
characteristically, “Let’s get that trunk ashore!’ 
We did, and promptly. 

Well, what of it? Nothing so very much, except- 
ing that you do learn a lot about a man when you 
see him do so neat a job without any fuss. And if 
you have studied him for years, loved him, and 
worked with him, you get into the habit of noticing 
every little outcropping of character. Isn’t that one 
of the joys of fellowship? In a single, simple inci- 
dent like this there was no bungling, no hesitating, 
no fuss, but just straight-line, accurate, quiet plan- 
ning, and the finish exactly right. That was Dr. 
Bailey,—but only in part. 

You must go back into his boyhood down in 
Gloucester County, New Jersey, if you want to see 
the beginnings of this unfolding life.. There was hard 
work enough in those days on the farm. There was 
in regular use what was regarded in that home 


~ as a necessity, the family altar. Excuses were not 


allowed to quench the fire burning there. 

You must think of this boy who did so much for 
boys and girls the world around, as having only a 
little district schooling, a year in normal school, and 
then as a soldier in the Twenty-fourth New Jersey 
Volunteers in army service. Then he taught school, 
worked his way through the medical school of the 
University of. Pennsylvania, and began to practise in 
Philadelphia. In eighteen. months that service in 
preparation for which he had so earnestly toiled was 
given up because of impaired health. 

For ten years.after this, until 1882, Dr. Bailey was 
in the real estate business. He was everywhere 
trusted. Men committed their affairs to his keeping 
without reservation. One wealthy man who wanted 
to buy a certain property called to see him not long 
after he had gone into business and’ said, “Here is ten 
thousand dollars,”—handing him the money,—“I want 
thee to go and buy that factory for me.” It was 
always so in the attitude of others toward him. 

Dr. Bailey entered the wholesale coal business in 
1882, in which-he was very successful, and in 1905 he 
retired from business in order to give more of his 
time to Sunday-school work. . 

That work had called him years before. His 
vision of it had grown larger’with the widening of his 
experience in it. From the time when he was the 
superintendent of the Presbyterian Sunday-school in 
Wenonah, New Jersey, which he helped to organize 
more than forty years ago, to the time of his Home- 
going, Dr. Bailey was led out into ever-enlarging 
service for the Sunday-school cause. All his train- 
ing in hard work, in home religion, in study, and in 
business furnished him with tools for the big tasks 
he undertook. And underneath all of this was the 
most simple and childlike faith imaginable. He 
never seemed to be thinking of his plans and his 
achievements as his, but always he had the listening 
attitude toward God. “If our plans unfold,” was an 
almost invariable phrase in his letters when purposes 
were set forth. We all knew what he meant. 

He hada thoroughly organized Sunday-school in 
Wenonah long before many schools were as well 
conducted. It was a graded school, with a teachers’ 
meeting, and a teacher-training class, and the offerings 
of the school went for missionary purposes. He was 
elected President of the Gloucester County Sunday- 
School Association in 1872; in 1873, a member of the 
State Executive Committee, and continued as such 
for twenty-seven years, often as Chairman. 





A personal word about a man who was ever 
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George W. Bailey, Friend of the 
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Dr. Bailey was born on December 5, 1840, 
near Paulsboro, New Jersey, and passed away 
at Battle Creek, Michigan, on December 19, 
1916, after a long life of service for Christ. 


In his election in 1892 as a member of the Inter- 
national Sunday-School Executive Committee, his 
more comprehensive services to the Sunday-school 
cause had their beginning. His clear business head 
and careful habits of economical administration were 
so well recognized by his associates that he was made 
chairman of the Finance Committee in 1893, and 
from 1896 to 1905 he was the International treasurer. 

But Dr. Bailey’s business gifts were only one 
means by which the spirit of the man found ex- 
préssion. Doing things in just the right way, through 
thick and thin, through storm and sunshine, was a 
passion with him. He had the high courage that 
enabled him to stand for the right irrespective of 
the personal equation in his relations with others. 
He would do anything, except a wrong thing, for a 

,iriend. In a moment of intense feeling he said to 
me once, concerning another whom he wanted to 
help: “He’s a friend of mine. I'll go to the gates 
of hell with a friend if I can help him. I won’t go 
beyond that, but I’ll go as far as that with a friend.” 

And “the gates of hell” was no figure of speech 
with Dr. Bailey. Those who were out of Christ he 
saw as lost, saw them as spiritual outlanders, sheep 
without a shepherd. When he was chosen chairman 
of the Executive Committee of the World’s Sunday- 
School Convention in the epoch-making convention 
of 1904 in Jerusalem, he accepted the trust as a com- 
mission inseparably tied up with the Great Com- 
mission. The next World’s Convention was held in 
Rome largely because of Dr. Bailey’s missionary 
vision. Who of us can ever forget his masterful 
planning for that great occasion, his steady head and 
untiring will and unfailing faith as he met one after 
another the problems of the enterprise. I remem- 
ber one morning in Rome when the Italian leaders 
came to him in consternation over the question of 
finding room in the hall for all the devoted Italian 
workers who had come to the convention. It was 
not an easy question to settle. The convention must 
help Italy surely. But it seemed easy to the chair- 
man. With a quiet smile he said, “Brethren, that is 
hardly a question for me to settle.. The local com- 
“mfttee is in charge of such arrangements. Those of 
us from other lands are the guests of the Italian 
brethren, and it is for you to say: whether as hosts 
you will occupy the seats, or ask your guests first 
to do so.” It was said with utmost grace and cour- 
tesy, and the overburdened Italian leaders with 
characteristic hospitality instantly saw the situation, 
and acted accordingly. 

It was in such crises that Dr. Bailey was at his 
best. Again and again I have heard him say in tak- 
ing up a problem, “Well, now let’s iron out the 
wrinkles!” When I spoke to him once about his use 
of the phrase, he seemed utterly surprised. The use 


‘ 


of it was wholly unconscious but very revealing. In 
the Session meetings in the Tabernacle Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, as elsewhere, it was he who 
always quietly insisted upon unanimity of action. 
“We must wait until we see eye to eye,” he would 
say. His own opinion might be almost too strong for 
his reserve at such a time, but he would seldom show 
that fact. .“It is possible,” he would urge, “for Chris- 
tian men to agree.” 

Readers of The Sunday School Times can never 
know quite how much they owe to Dr. Bailey. He 
was a director of The Sunday School Times Company 
from its organization in 1900. He regarded his con- 
nection here as a trust of the most important nature. 
His time and his means and his warm, unsparing 
friendship were at the disposal of the paper to the 
utmost of his ability. And his encouragement at all 
times was unfailing. : ; 

I was walking with him one evening, confiding to 
him some of the problems I was facing personally, 
and when I finished he said, joyously, “Just think of 
it! The Lord is saying ‘I’ve got a hard job to do 
down there, and I’m going to give it to Howard to 
do”” You may well imagine that Howard in 
humiliation and in overflowing gratitude tackled the 
hard job with a new drive altogether. ; 

And what a worker Dr. Bailey was, and is, praise 
God! In recent years it was soul-winning that was 
his great world-wide objective. Honors meant little 
to him, save as they might give him a stronger hold 
upon that one opportunity. It was the personal that 
claimed him always. Offices were just avenues to the 
individual Even when he had just been elected Vice- 
Moderator of the Presbyterian General, Assembly, he 
withdrew from the meetings in order to hasten home 
from Chicago to attend the funeral of a humble friend. 
As Chairman of the Evangelistic Committee of the 
International Sunday-School Association he’ pressed 
home upon’ the leaders the world-need of soul- 
winners. A hint of the fruit of his toil and prayers 
is on page 788 in this issue, and the dawn is just 
breaking. 

He promoted World’s Sunday-School Day, so that 
schools in all lands might on a given day recognize 
the soul-winning objective of the Sunday-school. His 
intense support of the plan to provide a million Testa- 
ments for the soldiers abroad was rewarded only 
within a few weeks by the completion of that first 
million, and the beginning of work for a second. 
His mind was as restless as a boy’s mind, and in the 
last year he would often say, “What I do I must do 
quickly.” 

Much of his later work was prayed through to con- 
clusions in the long, sleepless nights. Then he would 
talk with God in the quiet, and many a little Sunday- 
school on the far-flung line of God’s outposts will 
yet be the beneficiary of his hours of suffering in the 
night. “I want to keep going,” was his cheery an- 
swer to friends who cautioned him about overwork. 
“Any old loafer can die in bed!” 

On October 27 he was standing with others of his 
co-workers, looking up at the poftraits on the walls 
of the executive offices of the World’s Sunday-School 
Association in New York. H. J. Heinz and E. 
K. Warren, Bishop Hartzell, F. A. Wells, and Frank 
L. Brown were there. They were talking of the 
work of those who had gone before, and Dr. Bailey 
finally said in his cheery way, “We are all going home 
some day soon, and we want to do all we can before 
we go.” In that presence it was a significant word. 

And this was Dr. Bailey’s way of saying what was 
in his heart as the recent Christmas days drew near: 

“Dear Father, upon this anniversary of thy gift 
to me of that which was most precious to Thee, in 
proof of my affection I here and now reconsecrate 
myself and all I am and have to Thee and Thy 
service. Be pleased to accept the gift and help me 
during the year just opening to be a ‘living, daily 
illustration of the overcoming, all-sufficient, satisfy- 
ing, joyous Christian life.’” 

Indeed, the year is just opening for him. He went 
out into the new life straight from his work in this 
life. Months ago, in one of their quiet conversations 
about the closing days which both knew could not be 
far away, he spoke to Mrs. Bailey about a stone that 
should mark his resting-place. Mrs. Bailey suggested 
that upon it should be the true words, “Not slothful 
in business, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord.” 
“No, no!” said Dr. Bailey, “not that. Just say, ‘He 
loved little children.’ ” 

And so it is indeed to be on the memorial stone; 
but oh, so much more vividly and vitally upon the 
living hearts of the children young and old whom 
he loved and served, and who loved him more than 
he ever could know. 
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Are Half the Souls in Sunday-School Lost? 


Some burning questions and their answers 
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Sunday-school members are never won for 
Christ? 

Did you know that 70 percent of all conversions 
occur under 20 years of age, and 96 percent under 
25 years of age, and that the critical age is between 
12 and 16? 


Did you know that 68 percent of all criminals com- 
mitted their first crime before they were 20 years of 
age? 

Did you know that there are more than 20,000,000 
boys and girls of the teen age in North America? 


Did you know that half a million boys and girls of 
the teen age drift’ out of the Sunday-school every 
year? 


LD ID you know that probably one-half of all the 


Did you know that very many Sunday-school 
teachers of children have never realized that they 
had a definite responsibility in the work of leading 
the children to confess Christ? 


Did you know that a boy or girl won for Christ in 
the teen age or younger is usually worth to the 
Kingdom of God many times as much as one con- 
verted in mature life? 


Did you know that the Sunday-school is. really 
suffering for a consecrated and adequate corps of 
competent, trained teachers who have a passion for 
soul-winning ? 


Did you know that it takes four Sunday-school 
officers and teachers a whole year to bring one soul 
to Christ and into the Church? 


Did you know that the Sunday-school is the 
Church’s whitest and most inviting field, and that 
more than 80 percent of the additions to the 
churches by conversion come through the Sunday- 
school ? 


Did you know that the Church and Sunday-school 
have greatly neglected their most important mission 
of soul-winning, so that thousands of churches every 
year do not show a single addition upon confession 
of faith in Jesus Christ? 


Did you know that it is an exceedingly rare thing 
for an adult who has not had religious instruction in 
his youth to give his heart to Christ? 


Did you know that more and more the home is 
neglecting the religious instruction of its youth, thus 
laying heavier and heavier responsibility upon the 
Sunday-school? 


Did you know that there are more children and 
young people in North America not receiving re- 
ligious instruction of any kind, Protestant, Catholic, 
or Jewish, than are enrolled in all the Sunday- 
schools? 


Did you know that the Church owes its increase 
to the Sunday-school, and that if it were not for the 
additions to the Church from the Sunday-school, the 
Church membership would continually decrease? 


Did you know that only one church-member in 
four in North America is in the Sunday-school at all? 


What Can We Do About It? 


In view of these burning questions, is it not time 
for the Sunday-school to address itself with much 
earnestness and prayer to the vital task of winning 
the unsaved to Jesus Christ? Many churches and 
Sunday-schools appreciate their responsibility and 
are reaping golden harvests, but the results as a 
whole throughout our great North American field 
are disappointing. 

The winter furnishes a most favorable time for 
developing the spiritual side of the work, and we 
recommend that the Church and Sunday-school offi- 
cers and workers immediately begin to plan for an 
evangelistic campaign in their Sunday-schools. Be- 
gin with the officers and teachers. Let the pastor, 
superintendent, officers, and teachers of a given 
church or community be invited to meet together 
for a day of prayer for God’s blessing and guidance 
in this matter. Such meetings are often called “Sun- 
day-school Workers’ Retreats.” 

A “Retreat” was recently held in Chicago, with rep- 
resentatives of fifty or more Sunday-schools present. 
The meeting lasted for an afternoon and evening. 


It was tender and impressive, with many manifesta- * 


tions of the presence and power of God. All who 
were present were led to feel more keenly than ever 
their personal responsibility in this matter, and there 
was many a consecration that will lead, we are sure, 


School Association, 
cago, who have issued it in leaflet form under the 
title “ Burning Questions.” 

* 








to happy results. The sessions were quite informal. 
and there was much prayer. 

While there should be a great deal of prayer and 
much waiting upon God, we recommend one speaker 
at each session. Such themes as “Deepening the 
Spiritual Life,” “What It Means to be a Soul-Win- 
ner,” etc., would be appropriate. At least two such 
meetings are suggested for every Sunday-school or 
community, one to be held early in the fall and the 
other in midwinter. 


Those Sunday-School Workers’ Retreats 


1. Do not advertise the “Retreat” publicly in the 
school. 

2. Do not seek for a large meeting, but use every 
endeavor to secure the presence of all your officers 
and teachers. 

3. Do not put anything in the program that would 
detract from the main purpose. 

4. Secure some leaflets on evangelism and soul- 
winning and place them in the hands of your workers 
before the meeting. 

5. Impress the importance of conducting every 
session of your Sunday-school in such a manner as 
to make it as easy as possible for the teachers to tell 
“The Old, Old Story,” and awaken interest in Jesus 
Christ as Saviour, 

6. Urge the teachers to meet their scholars one by 
one and endeavor to lead them to. Christ. 

7. Encourage the practise of using a prayer list of 
the members of the class, and urge all Christians: in 
the class to join in prayer for the conversion of their 
classmates. 

8. Recommend the observance of at least one 
Decision Day and one or two Forward Step Days 
each year. (Forward Step Day is explained below.) 

9. Urge all of the workers to read at least one or 
more good books or pamphlets on Sunday-school 
evangelism. 

10. Secure workers’ leaflets or booklets, of which 
there are many, prepared especially for the purpose 
of teaching how to win souls to Christ. 


Five Essentials for a Winner of Souls 


1. Your own life should be radiant with the victory 
that comes through faith and trust in Jesus Christ. 

2. You should endeavor to appreciate the value of 
a soul. 

3. You should believe that the soul that rejects 
Jesus as a personal Saviour is lost. 

4. You should have a passion for winning the un- 
saved. 

5. You should realize your own personal respon- 
sibility to God for bringing this lost world to Him. 


Forward Step Day 


(Not generally used with pupils under twelve years 
of age.) 

Forward Step Day has an advantage over Decision 
Day in that it appeals to everybody present, whether 
they are Christians or not. Decision Day, by its very 
nature, separates the school into two classes, those 
who have decided for Christ and those who have not. 
Making prominent this division oftentimes works 
against the success of Decision Day. 

In the Forward Step Day, however, this gbjection 
is removed. The general services and all prelimi- 
naries are practically the same as for the observance 
of Decision Day. At the proper time, a blank card 
perhaps two by four inches, with no printing what- 
ever on either side, is given to each person. Lead 
pencils are supplied to those who do not have them, 
and everybody in the room—officers, teachers, and 
pupils—is asked to write his name on the card. The 
pastor or superintendent or teacher, as the case may 
be, then explains what a Forward Step is. It is a 
step toward God, a step into the light, an advance 
along a particular line chosen by the individual. 

There should be no attempt at explaining details 
and framing sentences for the pupils to write on their 
cards. It may be necessary to give at least one illus- 
tration of a somewhat general character, as, for ex- 





ample, “My Forward Step is to read my Bible and 
pray every day.” The thing that needs to be em- 
phasized is that for those who have not taken Jesus 
Christ as their Saviour, the Forward Step should be 
a surrender of their lives to him at once, and for 
every one who has confessed him, there is neverthe- 
less a Forward Step to be taken. The need of the 
individual will determine what that Forward Step is. 

If the Forward Step Day has been. properly pre- 
pared for, and the plea properly presented, there 
will usually be answers like the following, which are 
actual answers that were given “7 one such 
occasion : 

“I am a Christian but want to live nearer to God.” 

“My Forward Step is to go to church more reg- 
ularly.” 

“I mean to pray more.” 

“TI will read my Bible every day.” 

“I will study my Sunday-school lessons better.” 

“T will cut out the cigarettes.” 

“T will stop swearing.” 

“T will stop reading bad books.” 

“T want to be a Christian.” 

“IT have’ decided to lead a Christian life.” 

“TI want to unite with the church.” 

“I desire to give my whole life to Christian ser- 
vice.” 

The very nature of these answers, coming as they 
do without specific help from the platform or from 
the teacher, enables the pastor and superintendent 
and teacher to deal intelligently with each pupil. 
Great blessings have followed the wise observance 
of Forward Step Day. There will probably be more 
real decisions made for Christ on a Forward Step 
Day than on a so-called “Decision Day,” if the For- 
ward Step Day is properly conducted. No person is 
so far along in his Christian life that he cannot take 
a forward step profitably, and when the pupils see 
that everybody is writing on the cards, they will be 
very likely to write something on theirs, and it will 
usually be-an honest expression of: their own ‘desire.’ 

It should be made plain that nobody is to see these 
cards but the pastor, superintendent, and teacher. 
No teacher sees any cards but those from his own 
class. Of course just to have these cards made out 
and handed in is only the beginning. If they are laid 
away and not dealt with as they should be, little good 
will be done. They are really the diagnosing of the 
case, and the treatment should follow. Careful, 
prayerful attention given to each pupil in the light 
of the statement he has made will be of great value 
to the one who is to deal with him. Such a list of 
names, with their candid expressions of purpose and 
desire, opens a wide door of opportunity to the pastor, 
superintendent, and teacher. 


Five Other Suggestions 


The following methods for emphasizing evangelism 
among young people have been found helpful, and 
are presented here by way of suggestion: 

1. Give the subject of evangelism a place upon the 
program of all Sunday-school conventions, denomi- 
national and interdenominational. 

2. Conduct occasionally what is known as “Sun- 
day-School Week.” This means the devoting of an 
entire week to this subject, with various gatherings 
leading up to a definite effort along evangelistic lines. 

3. Conduct, at suitable times, teen-age conferences 
in which the chief emphasis is laid upon evangelism 
and developing the Christian life. 

4. Pastors’ classes, if wisely conducted, are most 
helpful, likewise class groups, conducted by the 
teachers. 

5. Do not distribute evangelistic leaflets carelessly. 
In presenting an evangelistic leaflet in a convention, 
ask all the pastors to rise, and then hand to each 
one of them a leaflet if they will promise to read it. 
In like manner, pledge the superintendents present 
not only to read the leaflet themselves but to pass on 
a similar leaflet to all of the teachers in their Sun- 
day school, on condition that they also read it. It 
would be well to have the leaflet read aloud in the 
local Sunday-school workers’ meeting, and follow this 
with prayer. 


A Call to Prayer 


Will not all who read this article join in earnest 
prayer that it may be blessed of God, and that the 
Sunday-school workers of North America may 
appreciate more fully the responsibility that is 
resting upon them and be led to do their utmost, 
through Bible study, earnest prayer, and a deeper 
personal consecration of their own lives, to win 
the pupils of our Sunday-schools to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
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How Britain Met “Her Greatest Foe” 
By Margaret Wintringer *~sxz,21,- eter! Cos 






It was a momentous crisfs in the world’s conflict with King Alcohol when the man 


who is now Great Britain's Premier 


drink a more deadly enemy than Germany 


and Austria, and the nation fairly faced the question as to what to do with this foe. 


What did she do, and why? Perha 
than Miss Win 
will close with 


profit by the national weakness of Great Britain 

that her spies utilized the treating habit not only 
to obtain valuable information from both branches 
of the British service, but also to incapacitate officers 
and men for important military service. In the very 
first month of the war the government found it nec- 
essary for “securing the public safety and defence of 
the realm,” to issue Regulation Number Seven of the 
Defence of the Realm act. This provides that “no 
person shall, with the intent of eliciting information 
for the purpose of communicating it to the enemy, 
or for any purpose calculated to assist the enemy, 
give or sell to any of His Majesty’s forces, any in- 
toxicating liquor.” 

The value of a total abstaining army had already 
been tested in India, and Lord Roberts, Lord Kitch- 
ener, Sir John French, and Admiral Jellicoe appealed 
to the soldiers to abstain from drink, and to the pub- 
lic to put temptation out of the soldiers’ way. These 
appeals were circularized in huge posters, and then 
the government re-established the grog ration! 

Not as a temperance measure but strictly as a mil- 
itary and industrial necessity, the government was 
urged to impose more drastic restrictions upon the 
liquor traffic. As the London Truth aptly put it: 
“Godless employers who would as soon subscribe to 
the German war loan as to the Band of Hope, are 
convinced that the government will have to close pub- 
lic houses in the armament areas if they want the out- 
put to increase.” 


S> EARLY in the war did Germany discover and 


‘Lloyd George on “The Lure of Drink’ 


Would the government meet the emergency? 
There was no answer until Mr. Lloyd George deliv- 
ered his famous speech on “The Lure of Drink.” 

It was nearing March,—February 28,—and March 
was never ushered in with more lion-like assertion 
than when that statesman likened drink to the Ger- 
man submarine and emphasized the radical measures 
adopted by Russia and France. But lamb-like indeed 
was his closing statement as to the purpose of the 
government. He said: “We are essentially moderate 
men.... We have great powers to deal with drink, 
and we mean to use them.... We shall use them in a 
spirit of moderation. We shall use them discreetly.” 

March 29, Lloyd George replied to a deputation of 
leading ship-building firms asking for the total pro- 
hibition of the liquor traffic. 

It is significant, and perhaps revealing, that the 
chancellor of the exchequer has had an audience with 
His Majesty, whence he has come with a conviction 
that “nothing but root and branch methods will be of 
the slightest avail in dealing with this evil.” 

“We are fighting,” Mr. Lleyd George declared, 
“Germany, Austria, and the drink; and, as far as I 
see, the greatest of these deadly foes is drink.” Suc- 
cess in the war was only a question of munitions. 
“They could not hope to win,” he told them, “with- 
out an increase, an-enormous increase,” in the output 
of munitions and other equipment necessary to carry 
through a great war. 

The deputation had clearly proved that drink was 
seriously interfering with this output, and a full re- 
port of their visit was sent to the King. 

In less than twenty-four hours, King George sent a 
memorable letter to his chancellor of the exchequer 
and, a few days later, His Majesty gave up the use of 
all alcoholic liquors personally, and prohibited the use 
of wine, spirits, and beer in all the royal residences. 

Nothing in Great Britain since the beginning of the 
war was more dramatic than the king’s action. Tem- 
perance leaders everywhere told me of the thrill that 
ran through the nation when the declaration was first 
made public. For the first time in history, a Daniel 
ruled in Britain. Her sovereign was a total abstainer. 

Lord Kitchener, Mr. Lloyd George, Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, and many other notable persons patriot- 
ically followed the king’s example. For the first 
time in ecclesiastical history, the Church of England, 
the Roman Catholic Church, and the Free Churches 
ventured concerted action. A memorable appeal for 
total abstinence during the war was issued, signed by 
the primate of England, a cardinal of the Catholic 
ae and the president of the Free Church Coun- 
cil. 

Street pledge-signing campaigns were inaugurated. 
King’s pledge canvasses were made in mills, facto- 
ries, and workshops. In Scotland one-sixth of the 


no clearer answer has been given in America 
presents here, Her extraordinary Europe 
on France and on “ Drink’s Future in Europe and America.” P 


series on temperance in 


population followed the king’s example. A huge 
poster campaign was launched; forty-five hundred of 
these posters were displayed in a single village. 

A mighty tide of temperance sentiment swept the 
country and presaged a great reform. The press 
teemed with editorials and letters demanding prohibi- 
tion during the war. 

The Spectator, which only a few years before had 
argued against total abstinence, now preached “down 
glasses, and prohibition as long as the war should last, 
and twelve months after.” The London Times came 
out for prohibition; while the Glasgow Herald joined 
the army of temperance fanatics it had formerly 
derided. 

The city council of Glasgow, the board of educa- 
tion, the constabulary of Scotland, all petitioned Par- 
liament for prohibition. Edinburgh and other cities 
followed the action of the great ship-building cen- 
ter. Deputations of shipbuilders and munition makers 
urged prohibition as an industrial necessity. The 
Transport Workers’ Federation, with a membership 
of a quarter of a million, gave its support, only stipu- 
lating that there should be no class distinction nor 
privilege. 

The Welsh press and public, as well as its religious 
bodies and temperance organizations, were prepared 
to support their countryman, Mr. Lloyd George, as 
the Moses who should deliver the nation from the 
curse of drink. 

It was the psychological mom-nt for prohibition. 
I talked with a hundred or more men and women of 
all classes and shades of temperance belief, and all, 
even a publican, agreed that the people were ready, 
not only to follow the king’s lead, but to follow Rus- 
sia’s example. 

There is a firm belief in the British mind that the 
king’s letter anticipated drastic action, and they also 
hold that King George was even ready to go a step 
in advance of his cousin, the Czar of Russia, and de- 
clare entire prohibition in the British Empire. 

The government had a splendid opportunity. In- 
deed, a parliamentary committee of six was appointed 
to investigate, with a view to extreme action. A 
member of that committee assured me that at one 
time the nation was within five minutes of prohibition! 

But British loyalty failed and vaunted British in- 
dependence quailed before drink. The Trade used its 
influence, besieging the chancellor of the exchequer 
through telegrams, letters, petitions, delegations, and 
mogientous interviews. When the story is told it 
will reveal another Temptation on the Mount, but 
with a different result. 


“Down Glasses””—or King? 


The nation declined to rise to the level of the king’s 
example. Instead of “down glasses,” they turned 
down the king. The Privy Council refused to follow 
their king’s lead, while the House of Commons 
moved the previous question and quashed the resolu- 
tion: “That during the period of the war, His 
Majesty’s faithful Commons should follow the ex- 
ample of the King and Queen.” 

And the Established Church, of which the king is 
the ecclesiastical head, behaved no better. When the 
convocation of the Church of England was held in 
June, the Dean of Canterbury met a resolution of ad- 
miration for the example of the king and queen with 
a motion for the previous question, which carried by 
a three to two majority. One does not wonder that 
an indignant clergyman hurled the charge that “Alco- 
hol is the British Anti-Christ.” 

I have it from a member of the royal household 
who stands very close to the king, that the failure of 
the nation to follow his lead has been a deep disap- 
pointment and humiliation to King George. Without 
doubt, if Parliament and the members of his cabinet 
had shown that same courage, Great Britain would 
now be enjoying the advantages of prohibition. 

When Lloyd George attempted to meet the drink 
menace with drastic measures, he found his way 
blocked by the “Trade,” which even refused to meet 
the heavier war taxes which other industries had 
submitted to with patriotic readiness. Then came 
those momentous interviews with leading brewers 
and distillers to learn what would stop their oppo- 
sition. THey replied by asking to be bought out by 
the government, and demanded pre-war prices for a 
post-war business. 

Nationalization was discredited by the temperance 
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forces because it originated with the brewers and 
came as a proposition from the liquor traffic. State 
purchase would incur a debt of three hundred million 
pounds in war times, and even such an expenditure 
did not include the distilleries, and left Ireland un- 
touched. 

The prime minister, as well as a majority of the 
cabinet, was opposed tg such a course, and so the 
proposal broke down. hen it came before Parlia- 


‘ment in May the galleries were crowded and all the 


available space was filled with temperance and reform 
leaders, anxious to be present at the historic moment 
when the government :.ould bring forward its 
measure of defense against “an enemy greater than 
either Austria or Germany.” 

It was rumored that nothing less than absolute pro- 
hibition would be proposed. The rumor grew to a 
certainty when Mr. Llo d George impressively de- 
clared: 

“Wars are now waged not by armies but by nations, 
and nations therefore must be under discipline like 
armies.” When he referred to the “two million men 
who had voluntarily surrendered their liberty to serve 
their country,” the surrender of drink seemed no sac- 
rifice to his hearers. They were prepared for the 
heroic. But when he talked of the specific gravity 
of beer they grew restive, and when he passed on to 
a seven percent surtax there was evident disappoint- 
ment. 


Is the Foe Still Triumphant? 


The fiasco came when Sir John Simon intro- 
duced the government proposal, “No British or for- 
eign spirits shall be delivered for home consumption 
unless they have been warehoused for at least a 
period of three years”! 

On: June 10, 1914, the Central Control Board 
(liquor traffic) was constituted with prescribed gov- 
ernment authority for the state control of the liquor 
traffic, in certain areas, covering twenty-nine million 
of the inhabitants of England, Scotland and Wales. 
It does not apply to Ireland nor to strictly agricul- 
tural sections. 

While not identical, the orders issued by the board 
are all framed on the same general lines, and the main 
provisions are practically the same in all areas. 

The sale or supply of intoxicating liquor whether 
for consumption on or off the premises is restricted 
to two and a half hours in the middle of the day and 
to two to three hours in the evening. The sale of 
alcohol is prohibited before twelve o’clock, noon, and 
between two-thirty and six or six-thirty P 

The sale of spirits for off-the-premise consump- 
tion is prohibited in the evening and on Saturdays. 
Treating and credit sales, except for some small 
restrictions, are absolutely prohibited. Two words, 
“What’s yours?” have passed out of the English 
language. Clubs are subject to similar restrictions. 

The weakness lies in the fact that its orders per- 
mit the sale for off-the-premise consumption, and 
that licensed premises are permitted to be open for the 
sale of non-alcoholic drink and solid refreshments 
during those hours in which they are prohibited from 
selling intoxicating liquor. Also, that delivery 
wagons may deliver beer at any time. 

Should it be deemed advisable, the Central Con- 
trol Board has the right to establish wet canteens in 
munition factories or elsewhere. The fact that sev- 
eral members of the board are directly and financi- 
ally interested in the liquor traffic precludes any 
drastic measures looking to prohibition. 

It is true that the number of arrests for drunken- 
ness has greatly decreased since these restrictions 
have been imposed on the traffic, but it is urged with 
some logic that the withdrawal of between three and 
four million men from the country, the reluctance 
of the police authorities to arrest the wives of sol- 
diers and munition workers, have been factors in this 
diminution; an inference that is justified by the 
fact that instead of showing a decrease of one-third 
in the consumption of beer, as Mr. Lloyd George 
predicted, the diminution has been only twelve per- 
cent, while there has been an actual increase in the 
amount of spirits used, and it is at least significant 
that the profits of the trade are even greater thar 
they were in pre-war times. 

Before me lies a letter from a member of the Cen- 
tral Control Board which contains a word of hope: 

“After all, it is something to have secured the pro- 
vision that licensed premises and clubs retailing liquors 
are only open for five or five and one-half hours per 
day throughout three-fourths of Great Britain. That 
is no mean victory and it is not the last step for- 
ward that will be taken.” 

Let us hope so. Certainly the temperance workers 
of Great Britain are as devoted and patriotic, as 
self-sacrificing and untiring, as optimistic and cour- 
ageous as anywhere in the world; and they are con- 
vinced that ultimate victory will attend their cause. 


Since this article was written, and as this paper goes to 

press, newspaper despatches from England indicate that 

there is indeed hope for drastic action against drink. 

With the monster petition about to be presented to Par- 

liament, and with Lloyd George as Premier, temperance 

leaders are expecting definite and far-reaching action 
the first of the new year. 
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The Climax in Our Visit to the Belgian Trenches 


Concluding the story of two wonderful months at the war front 








of our returning to the front was being con- 

sidered, we were earnestly praying that if it 
were God’s will the privilege might be accorded us. 
Not so much that we might see the trenches, but far 
more that we might see Peter. Peter, whom we 
scarcely knew save for his letters. Petez, who 
longed with a heart-breaking longing to see us, and to 
hear from us who had known the Master for so long, 
some message from Him, something more of instruc- 
tion in the Way; above all to have with us the com- 
munion of prayer that the other boys had enjoyed. 

During our three weeks’ stay in Paris we were 
dealt a farther blow by receiving a letter from Peter 
to say that after not being able to come to La Panne, 
he was given a congé to England, where he went 
thinking that we might have returned by that time; 
but as we were waiting at Paris for our permission 
to return to the front we missed him altogether. In 
his letter he spoke hardly at all of his own disap- 
pointment, with his habitual reserve where his own 
feelings were concerned; yet we knew very well how 
great was his disappointment. 

The day stands out very distinctly in our memory 
when we believed our prayer was answered and tifat 
both of our requests were heard and granted. And 
we could only offer the sacrifice of praise wher the 
same day a telegram from Le Havre told us that the 
permission from Headquarters was granted us. Im- 
mediately afterward followed the official telegram 
from the front, authorizing us to travel in the 
Zone D’Armee Belge. Perhaps this may not seem 
such a wonderful answer to prayer to some, but if 
they could share the difficulties any traveler en- 
counters in entering or leaving France to-day, and 
then if they would try to invade the actual war zone, 
they would see for themselves what insuperable ob- 
stacles there are to be overcome. But dealing with 
the Military for five weeks had taught us a few 
things, so realizing that we might return to La Panne, 
which was in the actual fighting zone and not far 
from the trenches, and yet be told that we had no 
authorization for seeing the same, we wrote another 
letter to Minister Vandervelde, stating our specific 
desire. 


What the British Consul Did 


In answer came a letter in his own hand-writing, 
addressed to General Wielemans, Commander-in-Chief 
of the Belgian forces, asking that the two of us 
might be taken to the trenches. So, armed with this, 
we prepared to leave Paris. But to leave Paris in 
war time is not so simple as it sounds. We had seen 
weeping American citizens imploring their consul to 
intervene in their behalf, but in this matter he was 
powerless. Any one leaving Paris for a foreign port 
must register eight days before at the Prefecture of 
Police. We had fortunately taken this step in time 
and had received our permission to leave, but there 
arose another contingency. 

To reach the zone of fighting from Paris it was 
necessary to have a pass entitled the Carnet Rouge. 
“Impossible to travel without it; our regular French 
passport was quite insufficient,” we were informed 
by a heartless French official, We told him we had 
traveled to La Panne in Belgium before, by French 
territory. “That did not matter,” he enlightened us, 
as we had traveled all the way from England via 
Boulogne, Calais, Dunkerque, etc., through the war 
zone. But Paris was outside, and it was a diffe-ent 
matter entering the war zone from outside than com- 
ing out of the same. The former was almost im- 
possible, the latter quite simple. 

So we appealed to our consul for a Carnet Rouge. 
“It will take you two weeks to get it, if you succeed 
at all; many do not get it at all,” was his comforting 
assurance. Next we applied to the British consul. 
During this time we kept praying, and believed that 
we should be led to the right solution of our prob- 
lem. We found it in the British consul. He gave us 
a pass to Boulogne (a route closed to all but the 
Military), and stated on the pass our reason for 
traveling as being “On Government Business,”— 
which we were, for the “Kings of kings”! So after 
reaching Boulogne, being in the war zone again, we 
found it not difficult, by means of our official tele- 
grams, to continue our way to the Belgian front. I 
have related all this because we wish to give glory 
to the One who brought impossible things to pass, 
not only in the initial stages of our second trip to the 
front, but during the remainder of it. 

At La Panne we hastened to present at Head- 
quarters our letter from Minister Vandervelde, also 
to request that Peter be sent for from his regiment. 
Our friend, Captain Thys, again bestirred himself on 


A THE time spent in Paris, while the matter 
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our behalf, seeing that our letter and request were 
not side-tracked, with the result that the second day 
of our stay in Belgium’s little war capital two won- 
derful things occurred. 

*In the morning an inspector from Headquarters 
appeared to say that Commandant Leduc would call 
for us the following morning (our last day in La 
Panne), personally to conduct us to the trenches. 
This was a joyful announcement for us, but we were 
no less pleased when the inspector lingered and told 
us that on our last visit his friend had received from 
us a little Gospel, and that he, too, would like to 
receive instruction in the “Way.” It was a happy 
privilege to give him what he desired, and the re- 
maining hours of the day we passed with some of our 
other boys who chanced to be on “rest” in La Panne. 
So came eight o'clock in the evening. The three 
boys who had been with us fer dinner and a little 
quiet time afterward, had departed for their 
quarters. We sat on either side of the little stove in 
the same little hotel room that we had occupied dur- 
ing our former visit in La Panne, and which had been 
the witness of so many blessed scenes. As we sat 
there quietly, I remember thinking, “Oh, if Peter 
would just come, now.” 


The Hero of His Regiment 


There came a knock at the door, and when we 
called, “Entrez,” the door opened and a tall soldier 
stepped in. For a moment we were almost dazed, 
for it seemed too good to be true. 

“Why, it’s Peter!” we said simultaneously. 

Peter it was. And I am sure Peter felt as though 
he were at home at last, for he was wept over, and 
greeted as a beloved son, for that he is indeed to us. 
Then we sat down, and for four solid hours talked 
and praised God, who had so graciously answered 
Peter’s prayer and ours. And as he told us all we 
realized as never before how wondrously God had 
wrought. 

He told us that when his officer told him he was 
granted permission from Headquarters to spend one 
day at La Panne, he did not think of its being from us, 
as he did not know we were returning there; and his 
officer did not know why this permission was ac- 
corded him. But knowing that it would take him 
four hours to reach La Panne on foot,—his regiment 
was some distance from there,—he asked permission 
to go to the general and ask another day. So he was 
sent to the lieutenant-general (involving a two-hours’ 
tramp, in a direction opposite to La Panne), and 
there stated his case, and was given that which he 
sought. Also he discovered that it was his friends 
who awaited him at La Panne, and this gave wings to 
his feet. For six hours he had tramped through mud 
and over shell-marked roads to come to us; but he 





What is Ahead for 1917 


Forty thousand Belgian soldiers are prisoners in Germany ; 
thirty thousand more are interned in Holland ; an unknown 
number, reaching into thousands, are in concentration 
camps in France, cripples, or in hospitals; about a hun- 
dred thousand are in active service at the Belgian front. 

To reach these soldiers with the good news of the saving 

ace of Christ is the work the Lord of the harvest has, 
through a wonderful chain of providences, laid upon 
Ralph C. Norton and his wife. ir ultimate aim is to 
evangelize a nation that for hundreds of years has had prac- 
tically no opportunity to hear the pure Gospel of grace. 

A great extension of the evangelistic campaign for 
peg, Si soldiers is under way. This plan includes 
the “Christmas boxes" for the soldiers in the trenches, 
costing $1.00 each, containing also Gospels and tracts; 
and the conges, or furloughs, for Belgian soldiers, costing 
$3.50; both of these services, and the distribution of Tes- 
taments and Gospels, will go right on through 1917. 

Of the $50,000 for this extension work, which the 
Nortons felt God wanted them to pray for, about $32,000 
has so far been paid or subscribed. While most of this 
has come to Mr. Norton personally, he appreciates par- 
ticularly the multitude of small gifts that have poured 
in from Sunday School Times readers, backed by their 


prayers for the soldiers. 


The Editor of The Sunday School Times, Mr. Charles 
G. Trumbull, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, is 
Treasurer of the campaign, and will gladly receive any 
gifts from 2 cents to pay for a Gospel up to thousands of 
dollars, for many more than the fifty thousand can be 
used blessedly in this soul-saving work. 




















By Edith Fox Norton 


seemed not to be fatigued, this wonderful Peter, the 
strongest man in his 1 iment, tall, straight, rosy- 
cheeked, clear-eyed. 

After a half hour’s conversation, I remembered he 
had had no dinner. But he resolutely refused to de- 
scend to the dining-room. “It would take too much 
time, and the time is too precious,” steadfastly an- 
swered our Peter. Beside, he assured us, he was not 
hungry, he had bought a few little cakes along the 
road, and he had no need of anything more. But 
also we had our own opinion about what he should 
have, so we compromised by having a dinner sent 
up to the room, where he could eat it in quiet, and 
our conversation need not suffer interruption. And 
we saw to it that it was a good dinner, beefsteak 
and fried potatoes, such as all the Belgian boys love, 
and salad and cheese and coffee. Peter disdains all 
sweets; “They are all right for the French soldiers,” 
he says. 

We told Peter we had ordered the best room in 

the little hotel for him, and he was scandalized. 
“But I shall go out and sleep on the straw with the 
other soldiers in their quarters,” he said. “But we 
had our way, and when at last we could let him go 
to his rest, we conducted him to his room, and turned 
down his bed, and saw to it that everything needful 
was supplied him. 
- Those memorable four hours, in which Peter told 
us of what had been wrought in his own soul, and of 
his own work for the Master, we shall never forget. 
During the whole evening’s conversation Peter spoke 
all too little of himself. It was only when on a letter 
we saw the name of a man of title, that he explained 
to us that he came from a titled family, and that his 
mother was a baroness. He came from a family 
originally French Huguenots, who escaped from 
France to Holland at the time of the French Revolu- 
tion. His father was Belgian. - But it was when. 
Peter spoke of the “League,” and of his comrades 
in the service, John and Arthur, that his eyes kindled 
and his face shone. “How many men have-you: won 
for Christ now, Peter?” we asked. For Peter keeps 
all their names and addresses in a little book, and 
shepherds his flock. “Over 250 now, and John has 
won over 60,” he replied. 


In the Car With Our Interpreter 


The following morning when the time drew near 
for us to go to the trenches, we were in a quandary. 
Both Peter and we must leave La Panne that night, 
and we could not bear to lose one precious moment 
with Peter. So when Commandant Leduc arrived 
with the gray military limousine, which was to con- 
vey us to the firing line, we boldly asked permission 
to take Peter with us, “as interpreter.” His knowl- 
edge of English being far better than my French we 
felt justified in making this request. 

To our intense delight this courteous officer most 
graciously acquiesced. So it came to pass that what 
all the boys had desired with a great desire, namely, 
to stand with “Father and Mother” in the trenches, 
was given to faithful, self-effacing, unselfish Peter! 
And as the commandant wished to ride outside with 
the soldier-chauffeur, to direct his course, it came 
to pass that Peter and we two rode inside in luxu- 
rious comfort. “Peter, how does it seem to be: rid- 
ing to the trenches in a limousine?” we asked. And 
then the three of us spoke together of the great and 
precious loving-kindness of our Lord, who had sent 
all these blessings. 

Our ride was not a long one, asethere are no great 
distances along the Belgian front. Soldiers were 
everywhere along the road, and they came running 
from their quarters to see a military car with a lady 
inside, headed for the trenches. 

As the car turned toward Ramscapelle, we could 
see quite distinctly shells dropping on Nieuport, a 
half mile away, sending up a column of black smoke 
as they exploded. Near to Ramscapelle we descended 
from the motor and made the rest of the way on foot. 
Through this little village, ravaged and _ wholly 
wrecked, we made our way. Amongst the picturesque 
ruins we lingered, and were almost forgetting where 
we were, when a succession of terrible claps, good 
imitations of thunder, smote our ears. “The French 
are beginning to shell the German lines,” the com- 
mandant informed us, quickening his steps almost 
into a run, “and we must make haste to reach the 
trenches before the Germans reply, as they are not 
always accurate, and we are in a good place to re- 
ceive a few shells.” 

With that din in our ears, and that prospect held 
out to us, we willingly quickened our steps and 
breathed more freely when in the shelter of the 

(Continued on page Soo) 
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LESSON FOR JAN. 14 (John r : 19-34) 














. 


named 
Elias, and his wife, converted in a Bible class 
at Rangoon, Burmah, returned to — Hazro, 
Afghanistan, that land long, cioees to missions, to 
bear witness to Christ. ile there they learned 
seme startling facts that seem to lend confirmation 
to a still more startling claim. In digging for the 
foundations of a railway station near Hazro in the 
district of Rawalpindi tablets written in Aramaic 
characters were unearthed. They were similar to 
those previously found in this district by Sir John 
Marshall and pronounced to have come from Phil- 
istia. ; 

A Jewish rabbi in Rangoon, when informed of 
these facts, stated that the Jews in India had been 
in quiet possession of this knowledge for some time. 
A deputation of Jewish rabbis had visited Afghan- 
istan, he declared, and had reported that there was 
unmistakable. evidence that the ancestors of the 
Afghans had been deported by the Assyrians from 
Palestine and had found a home in Afghanistan, a 
country wonderfully like the one they had left; they 
were Jews and should be recognized as such by all 
Jews everywhere. Their descent is from Abraham 
through Isaac. The Bible is said to appeal to these 
people on account of its similarity to their own Book 
of God. 


A Jewish Girl in a Garret 


APS traveling man returning after midnight 
to his home in Baltimore, heard singing in the 
house. Investigation disclosed his daughter, Esther, 
in the garret making melody to keep the scampering 
rats away, and praising God for an experience which 
she considered comparable to that of Daniel in the 
lions’ den. The girl had been thus imprisoned for 
the night by her mother as the penalty. for attending 
the Hebrew Christian Assembly of Baltimore, and 
for declaring her intention of becoming a Christian 
herself. SAL. Sees 

“Were you brave enough to do this? ; said the 
father, gathering the girl into his arms. “How you 
do condemn me. I too have been a Christian for a 
whole year, but secretly because I was too great a 
coward to tell your mother.” 

This story is one told frequently, among many 
others just as interesting, in the meetings of the 
Hebrew Christian Assembly, with headquarters a 
Peniel House, 130 North Broadway, Baltimore. This 
work among the 100,000 Jews of Baltimore is con- 
ducted by Pastor A. R. Kuldell, a scholarly and de- 
voted converted Hebrew rabbi, who for thirty years 
labored in the Lutheran Church in the Baltic 
provinces. The editor of the Watch Tower was 
privileged to attend the last monthly interdenomina- 
tional prayer-meeting for Israel in Faith Presby- 
terian Church. The Christian people of Baltimore 
were aroused to a new interest in this work for the 
Jew by Billy Sunday, who made a special plea for 
Dr. Kuldell and his work. Dr. Kuldell wll be glad 
to correspond with any church in any city that is 
willing to arrange for Bible conferences. 


we 


China’s New Parliament 


oe Y MOST persistent impression of China’s new 

Parliament is the great number who stand in 
direct relation to a really effective public opinion as 
editors or special correspondents of newspapers.” 
writes Gardner L. Harding in World Outlook for 
December. There are some of the old Yuan Shi-Kai 
standpatters left, but Mr. Harding adds, “you feel 
about the great bulk of the members the stir and 
freshness of attention as of young men who realize 
keenly that they are watching great events. And 
whether as editors or as special writers, they almost 
invariably have some newspaper to which this even- 
ing they will write vividly of the news of the day. 
Thousands of newspapers have sprung up within the 
last three years; around each one is a group of eager 
readers, most of whom never subscribed regularly 
to a newspaper before. There has swung into their 
world a vision of a united and progressive China, an 
interest and a sense of loyalty to a living organism 
where there was nothing before but a dead Manchu 
abstraction.” 

But it is the real service of these enthusiastic law- 
makers “to transmit the infection of liberty among 
those thousands and thousands of groups of stu- 
dents and artisans and other literate classes who can- 
not share it directly. These people, thanks to Parlia- 
ment, have the notion of that freedom to-day deep 
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3 What world-winners are doing—seen from the Missionary Watch Tower 








in their minds. There is an enlightened constituency, 
a vigorous public opinion to-day in China that is 
soundest and the most spontaneous assurance that the 
Republic, and the progressive movement, and the 
elected Parliament are at last on firm ground.” 


A Leper's Christmas Wish 


= WANT a Christmas basket to go to the most 
destitute family in the nation’s capital and the 
bill sent to me,” said John Early, the leper, from 
behind the $700 barbed-wire barricade which garri- 
sons his little cabin in the outskirts of Washington. 
He was speaking to one of the ladies of the Women’s 
Interdenominational Missionary Union of the city. 
His wish will be fulfilled. The ladies have found the 
family—a grandmother who supports three grand- 
children and one great-grandchild on an income of 
$20 a month, $10 of which goes for the rent. _ 

This story was told in the course of a series of 
meetings held throughout the capital by W. M. Dan- 
ner, American Secretary of the Mission to Lepers. 
One of Jesus’ last words on earth to the church he 
left behind was “cleanse the leper,” but no Protes- 
tant missionary board has ever undertaken a dis- 
tinctive mission to lepers. So Mr. Danner said, but 
his Mission is now aiding ninety of the various 
boards in this work. Dr. and Mrs. McKean, who 
were with him in Washington, told of the leper 
home at Chieng Mai, Siam, the establishment of 
which has helped to give mission work a great leap 
forward in that country. 

Mr. Danner asks prayer that Congress may be 
moved to provide a $250,000 National Leprosarium, 
for there are one or more lepers in nineteen different 
States of the Union. A bill creating it passed the 
lower house of the Sixty-fourth Congress and is now 
pending in the Senate. Surgeon-General Rupert Blue, 
of the National Health Service, heartily favors it. 
Massachusetts and Louisiana have splendid leper hos- 
pitals. There are more than 2,000,000 lepers in the 
world, the leprosy germ prevailing in the tropics. 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Maine’s New Governor.—Maine’s new Governor, the Hon. 
Carl Milliken, is a member of the Board of Managers of 
the Baptist Foreign Missionary Society. 


An Admiral’s Prayer Call.—Heeding Admiral Beatty’s 
plea for a more humble nation, soo business men in Hull, 
England, have come together in prayer circles. 


Is the Proportion Right?—Of the $10 per capita America 
is giving to churches, says J. Campbell White, $2 is for 
missions and benevolence, of which 70 cents goes abroad. 


Miiller’s Faith Orphanages.—Continued on George Miiller’s 
faith basis, Ashley Downs Orphan Homes at Bristol during 
this war year cared for 1,751 orphans, and received more 
donations than ever before from 800 friends of the work. 


A Prince’s Son Preaching.—Entertainment and railway 
fare to the next engagement are the terms of a native 
evangelist in India, a son of the rajah, Sundor Singh, who 
has been holding meetings at Shahjehanpur under the 
American Methodist Mission. 

Russia’s German Mennonites.—The United States is 
likely to profit by an immigration of the Mennonites in 
Russia, German in origin, in 1917, when their lands, some 
of which have already been confiscated, are to be sold to 
the government at prices far below their real value. 


Dr. Bowen and the Word.—After scattering annually an 
average of 100,000 volumes of the Scriptures in 33 languages 
during 30 years, God called Home from Geneva, Switzer- 
land, October 3, Dr. Marcellus Bowen, American Bible So- 
ciety Superintendent in Turkey, Bulgaria, Greece, Egypt, 
and the Sudan. 


Princeton Answers a War Call.—Out of fifty Princeton 
University men responding to John R. Mott’s call, five are 
now at work in the Christian Association huts among the 
Sepoys with the Allies. Five others, including George W. 
Perkins, Jr., are at work on the Mexican border at McAllen, 
Tex. The college supports permanently the Princeton Uni- 
versity Center at Pekin. 

Sun Yat Sen a Christian.—Dr. Sun Yat Sen, the great 
Chinese Commoner, was baptized in Hongkong, in 1884, by 
Rev. C. R. Hager, then of the A. B. C. F. M. So writes 
Rev. C. A. Colman, a Presbyterian missionary to the 
Chinese, now at Winnipeg, Man., correcting the quotation 
in the. Watch Tower of December 2 from a current peri- 
odical that Dr. Sun “sympathizes with missions but has 
hever openly avowed Christianity.” 

Japan’s New Premier.—General Terauchi, responsible for 
the severe and aggressive Japanese policy in Korea, suc- 
ceeds Count Okuma as Premier of Japan. This is a mat- 
ter for the church to pray about but not to worry about. 
Margaret Aitken Carlyle wrote to her brilliant son when 
he missed a professorship at Edinburgh: “They can’t 
hinder ye of God’s providetice.” Nor Korea, nor Japan, 
nor China, nor the missions of the Far East, either. 
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By Howard A. Banks 





A War Zone Missionary Board 


+es missionary receipts of the American Board 
(Congregational) for the fiscal year ending Au- 

st 31 amounted to $1,207,226.54, including gifts 
Taek churches and individuals of $345,044.44, and 
from women’s boards $329,282.67. The gain for the 
ear is $105,000. For general Armenian relief 
$56,802.95 came in, making a total for this cause since 
the war’s outbreak of $94,553.84. In addition to this, 
the Board has forwarded on behalf of American 
Armenians to their kith and kin in Turkey $313,480.98, 
but this service was forbidden by the Turkish govern- 
ment last April. 

The American Board’s field lies in part in the 
Balkans,—“at the present time the crucial point in 
the great European war,” according to Dr. James L. 
Barton’s thrilling “Survey of the Fields” in the 
November Herald,—and in part in Asia Minor, bat- 
tlefield of living nations and graveyard of a dying 
race. Four stations—Van, Erzroom, Trebizond, and 
Bitlis—with the war’s shifts, have transferred from 
Turkish .to Russian sovereignty. Nobly have the 
missionaries risen to the opportunities for service. 
Misses Graffam, Willard, and Gage insisted on fol- 
lowing their Armenian girls on the cruel deportations 
into the deserts. Dr. Barton names numerous other 
missionary heroes, both men and women, including 
some martyrs. 


' oe 
From One of the 73 in Southwest Korea 


oe a territory of 100,000 population, with 15 
groups of believers. Gradually the Gospel is 
spreading, but it is a great burden to have the re- 
sponsibility of so many souls,” writes the Rev. 
Robert T. Coit, of Soonchun, Korea, to the Editor 
of the Watch Tower. Mr. Coit is one of the 73 
missionaries of the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
which is assigned as its field the extreme southwest 
portion, known as the Granary of Korea, with a 
population of 2,234,000. Mr. Coit throws light on the 
thoroughness of modern evangelization methods in 
the field: J 

I have had my colporteurs enter every village 
within the past three years, sell Gospels and Testa- 
ments and scatter tracts, meanwhile preaching as 
best they could in the time given. I am holding 
tent meetings in the centers of rural population... 
and twice a year making a personal visit for ex- 
aminations, baptisms, and observance of Sacra- 
ments. Our great work must be in training up a 
native body. 

We are now in the midst of a revival in Kwangju. 
The leader is one of our trained Korean pastors, 
Kim Ik Tu... Every morning at 5 o'clock 150 
men and women assemble for prayer and study of 
the fulness of the Spirit. 


we 


The Moravians Still at It 


NBAFFLED by either cold or heat, the perse- 

vering Moravians, in the report of the Labrador 
Mission, in September Periodical Accounts, commend 
the Eskimo Christians for their energy in fetching 
firewood to church at Killinek, where last winter the 
thermometer registered 42 degrees below zero; and 
in the report of the California Mission note with joy 
that the work of “Br. Staveley, still in charge of 
the congregation at Martinez, one of the hottest mis- 
sion stations on the face of the earth . . . has been 
greatly facilitated by the fact that the Mission now 
possesses a Ford automobile.” 

Most of the mission fields of the venerable Society 
for the Furtherance of the Gospel, now 184 years 
old, have remained practically unaffected by the 
world war, and the Mission Board reports with 
thanksgiving that it has been able to send a visitator 
to the Indian Mission in Nicaragua, “which field has 
not been visited officially for 25 years.” This work 
has been entrusted to Brother J. T. Hamilton, Ameri- 
can representative on the Board, and accompanied by 
Brother W. Richard, Financial Secretary of the 
Board, he reached Bluefields on May 17. This Mis- 
sion has been sorely tried by the death of Sister 
Grossman, wife of the Superintendent, and by the 
organization of a Chinese lottery at Bluefields, which 
the moral forces of the community, led by the mis- 
sionaries, were finally able to rout by a petition to 
the Governor. 

“Only one field has been quite cut off from us,” 
continues the report, “viz., East Central Africa. Ac- 
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cordingly we have no report to give of our Nyasa 
and Unyamwezi Missions.” Six Brethren have been 
interned in Pietermaritzburg in Natal, and Dr. 
Francke, first interned at Ahmednagar, and Brother 
and Sister G. Reichel, from North India, and Brother 
and Sister Schnabel, of Kyelang, have been sent 
‘home on board the Golconda. 

Last year’s voyage of the Harmony, the good mis- 
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sionary ship of the Society, was the longest and one™ 


of the most perilous in her history. At the start of 
her voyage she was nearly driven by stormy winds on 

win Sands. Eight German missionaries and 
storekeepers were at first taken from Labrador to 
Newfoundland, but, upon kindly reconsideration by 
the government, were returned to their posts accom- 
panied by three Newfoundland policemen. 








\————— 


RRS RB, 
The Blood of the Lamb of God 


What was John the Baptist’s view of the Atonement? 


By Professor Melvin Grove Kyle, D.D., LL. 





D. 








“The son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know,” is what the P re saw when 


they looked upon Jesus of Nazareth. John the Baptist looked with 


Pilate said to the Jews, “ Behold, the Man!” 
Their answer was, “ Crucify him, crucify him!” 


eyes and saw “ the Lamb of God,” 


pirit-illumined 


All have to behold Him. What do 


we see? There is no middle ground between the Jews’ answer and that of John the 
Baptist: we must either cry, ‘‘Crucify him!” or accept the blood of the crucified 
One—our Saviour-God. 


N THAT day when John the Baptist saw Jesus 
Oe cried, “Behold, the Lamb of God, that 

beareth the sin of the world,” John was standing 
at the end of the story of the sacrificial lamb, and so 
were those round about him. His words were in- 
stantly understood by them. But we—we are far 
away, and we must - back to the beginning and fol- 
low the story step by step to the ending, and then, 
when we stand just where John and the multitude 
stood that day, and see what they saw, the vision will 
be as clear to us as it was to John and to them. For 
is it not always so that when we stand, in imagination, 
where the prophets of old stood and see things as 
they saw them, we need no cgmmentary to explain 
things to us, and no long theological discussion to 
reach correct conclusions? 

For the beginning of this story we must journey to 
other lands than that of the prophet, and stand by 
heathen altars. It does not matter what was done at 
Greek and Roman altars, for when Israel’s religion 
was in the making, Greece and Rome were not there, 
nor anywhere, yet, above the historical horizon. They 
contributed nothing certainly toward this phase of the 
making of Israel’s religion. Nor can we call in the 
Semitic ancestors of the Hebrews, or their cousins in 
Babylonia, in Assyria and Syria, and the desert of 
Arabia; for whatever they might have said or done 
that could influence Israel at her altars, God forever 
hushed in the silence of the four centuries of isola- 
tion in Israel’s sojourn in Egypt’s land. There the 
impassable seas, and the scarcely less impassable seas 
of sand, and the still more impassable frontier bar- 
‘riers of the exclusiveness of the most exclusive na- 
tion (the Chinese, in their exclusiveness, of that 
ancient world), shut them in from the influences of 
the rest of the world, and shut them in ¢o the influ- 
ences of Egypt’s land, if it be that the world con- 
tributed anything toward Israel’s religion. 

Some memories the Israelites brought with them 
and retained. One bad memory was the debasing 
calf-worship of their ancestors, which cropped out 
at Sinai and again at Bethel and at Dan under the 
leadership of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, “who made 
Israel to sin.” Possibly, only possibly, they retained 
one good memory, an annual family festival of a 
roast lamb with unleavened bread, which may have 
furnished the embodiment of the sacrament of the 
Passover, as it in turn furnished the opportunity and 
in part the materials for the sacrament of the Sup- 
per: for it is God’s way always to choose the well- 
known and familiar through which to reveal the un- 
known. 


Standing at Egypt’s Altars 


But did Israel, then, receive from Egypt her great 
system of sacrifices, by which she dealt with sin? 
Let us stand by Egypt’s altars and see. 

Were ever seen such streams of worshipers bear- 
ing offerings as at Egypt’s altars? But most of 
these offerings are carried to the graves of their 
ancestors and their friends, as supplies for their 
dead, or laid in the temple for the tables of the gods, 
and but seldom put upon the altars in sacrifice. Those 
who do approach the altar to worship bring their 
offerings, but they do not lay their hands upon the 
head of the victim or give any other manifestation 
of the idea of substitution. They slay their victim, 
but make no account of the blood: it is not by the 
shedding of blood they hope for the remission of 
sins. No fuel is brought for the burning, and no 
_ arrangement of the altar has been made to that end: 
this beautiful altar of exquisite alabaster art work 
has never had a touch of fire about it. Evidently 
they did not burn the offerings and so had not the 
idea of dedication which the holocaust teaches. They 
do not gather in family groups or in congregation to 


feast, there is no sacrificial meal of any sort, so they 
had not the idea of fellowship with God through the 
sacrifices. 

Not a single one of the great ideas of Israel’s sac- 
rifices, substitution, the efficacy of the blood, dedica- 
tion, or fellowship is found at the Egyptian altars. 


When we meet these ideas in the sacrifices in the 


wilderness, we are face to face with God. 

Israel’s system of sacrifices was her own, God’s gift 
to her to teach her the way to deal with sin. Especi- 
ally was the sin-offering, the embodiment of the 
central idea of them all, unique in Israel. For while 
other surrounding nations had the burning, or dedi- 
cation, had the sacrificial meal for fellowship, had 
even the laying on of hands for substitution, they 
were not in contact with Israel then. If these things 
had been at the altars of the Semitic relatives of 
Israel in the far-away land of the Euphrates, in the 
far-away time, the isolation of Israel in Egypt had 
separated them from such influence. The deep and 
moving Biblical doctrine of the sin-offering was 
unique in Israel. 


*_* * * * 


The tower of Edrei was the center of the shepherding 
business, which those on the inner circle of Temple 
affairs established and conducted for their own profit, 
quite as much, certainly, as for the public convenience. 
The flocks and herds for the sacrifices were not only 
here, but also in pasture-lands far away. This 
tower was in the rich pasture-lands near Bethlehem. 
In the tower they sheltered, and from the tower they 
watched their great flocks of lambs fattening for the 
sacrifices at Jerusalem. All through the pasture sea- 
son the flocks were there in the fields and the watch- 
men yonder in the tower. Sometimes when the 
season was opén they tarried, it is said, even as late 
as the closing days of December. One night when 
the flocks were resting and the shepherds were watch- 
ing there came a vision from heaven, the glory of 
the angelic host, and a voice that announced peace 
on earth and good-will among men. 

Years passed by while the child grew, and the busi- 
ness of those who dealt in the Temple flocks flour- 
ished. There came a day when they were about their 
business in the Temple courts themselves, along with 
the herders of cattle with their oxen, and the child, 
now grown to be a man, appeared among them in 
wrath with a scourge of cords and drove them with 
their sheep and oxen from the Temple saying, “Ye 
have made it a den of thieves.” 

Why such indignation and fury on the part of the 
Christ? Was it not necessary for the convenience 
of the worshipers that there be provision of beasts 
for the sacrifice? Surely every one could not drive 
his animal from his far-distant home to Jerusalem. 
And did not the law command that these certain 
beasts, with fowls, should be the sacrifices? It was 
not so much what these traders did as the way they 
did it, and that these were the traders, that stirred 
the wrath of the Christ. The sacrifices included 
various animals, and grain, and incense. The sin- 
offering might be an ox or a lamb or a pair of turtle 
doves or a young pigeon. An ox was a costly sacri- 
fice ; turtle doves or a young pigeon were the mark of 
poverty. Thus it came about inevitably that the lamb 
was the usual sin-offering of the common people. 
Temple controk of the business of raising lambs for 
this sacrifice, and especially the ability thus to choose 
the most convenient place for the conduct of the 
market, opened wide the door for graft, rapacity, and 
oppression. In their greed, they invaded, at last, the 
very precincts of the Temple itself with their 
nefarious traffic. With their Temple flocks and their 


convenient pasture lands and their control of the 
privileges about the Temple and their readiness to 
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take the advantage, they made the lamb of the sin- 
offering a practical monopoly of greed for gain. 

If, now, we come back to the days of John and to 
his words with which he set before us “the Lamb 
of God, that beareth the sin of the world,” we shall 
understand his meaning at once. The whole Jewish 
world was astir at that season. From every village 
and town throughout the land little companies were 

reparing to set out, or.were already on the way to 
erusalem. Doubtless many of them tarried to make 
part of the multitude about John, as they came to 
cross over at this ford of Abarah. Those of the 
Dispersion also had already left their homes, especi- 
ally those from the ancient Hittite land in the heart 
of Asia Minor. On the mountain highways were 
many pilgrim caravans, all headed toward the Holy 
City. In the valleys of Syria they would be joined 
by those from Mesopotamia and the far-away 
Parthia; while up from Egypt and from beyond, 
along the narrow green strip of coastland of North 
Africa, and out of the deserts of Arabia, caravans 
were moving. Even the sea had its ships for the pil- 
rims, and from distant Rome some were on the way. 
Like the migrating instinct of the birds was this 
holy instinct of Israel that turned every heart Zion- 
ward, when the season came. For the Passover time 
drew nigh, and these came to Jerusalem to eat the 
Passover Lamb. A few, perhaps, carried the lamb 
with them; for the most.of them, some other pro- 
vision must be made. 

So another movement also was under way. I have 
found the roadway toward the city gate at Jerusalem 
filled with lambs, brought now for the Jerusalem 
market from the hills of Judea and the fields of 
Bethlehem, from beyond Jericho in the uplands of 
Moab about Nebo, and from the oak-land of Bashan, 
east of the lake of Galilee. The pasture-lands were 
at the same place then as now. So, while these com- 
panies of pilgrims were journeying toward the Pass- 
over, the shepherds, also, from the Tower of Edrei, 
with their Temple flocks were gathering to the Jeru- 
salem road, the wild Bedouin shepherds’ from the 
uplands east of the Jordan were coming down to the 
crossing where Israel passed over, and from the 
green glades and shady woodlands and stony plains 
of Bashan the great flock of lambs were gathering 
toward where Beisan now stands, opposite the mouth 
of the valley of Jezreel, that here comes down from 
the west to join the valley of the Jordan, that they 
might cross over this ford of Abarah. 

There was a house at this ford, the Beth Abarah, 


,or:.House of the Ford, as the. Hebrews. called it. 


Near this house a revival was in progress, and in the 
abundant waters of the Jordan and its streams. the 
converts were baptized. Modern revivalists find it 
needful to go to the people and to have large prepara- 
tion made for their coming; this revivalist went out 
into the wilds and the people came to him. .No great 
organization preceded him, no series of prayer-meet- 
ings called down the blessing that he might come 
and gather it. This revivalist went to the destitute 
places and the people gathered about him. They were 
converted and were baptized in the waters of the river. 


The Wilderness Preacher’s Pause 


One day Jesus of Nazareth came to John to be 
baptized, and the Holy Ghost descended upon him, as 
a dove, and he went away to meet the temptations 
of one who would enter upon a great career. Some 
forty days after, while the revival still went on at 
Beth Abarah, Jesus returned from the wilderness on 
his way home to Nazareth and appeared once more 
among the crowds who listened to the preacher in 
the wildéfness. By this time the coming Passover 
was in the consciousness of all. Many were on their 
way thither and had but stopped at the ford of the 
Jordan to hear the new preacher. 

The expectation of the spectacle of the continual 
sacrifices at the Temple was with all who looked for- 
ward to that feast: the spell of the flowing blood of 
the victim substituted for the sinner was upon all. 
Men were thinking upon their sins and were looking 
forward to the lamb of the sin offering upon whose 
head they would lay their hands in confession. No 
once could mistake the meaning of that act of trans- 
fer. He saw his load of sin taken from him and laid 
upon the lamb and borne by it as it died at the altar, 
sin-bearer for the sinner who offered it. He did not 
see it merely as an exhibition of how much God 
hates sin, nor merely as a spectacular display of power 
to vindicate the divine government, or even feel it 
as merely a blessed influence to make him hate his 
own sins. It may have been all these things, but it 
was so much more that it is doubtful if he was con- 
scious of perceiving any of them. He saw only his 
sins laid on the lamb as a substitute for himself, and 
the lamb sacrificed for him. 

Suddenly the preacher paused in the torrent of his 
plea for repentance and confession of sin, and, as 
every eye followed his, as he looked to where Jesus 
stood, he answered the thought of every heart that 
hoped in the lamb for sin, in the most startling an- 
nouncement ever made in this world, “BEHOLD, 
THE LAMB OF GOD, THAT BEARETH THE 
SIN OF THE WORLD.” 


XENIA, OnIOo. 








LESSON FOR JAN. 14 (John x : 19-34) 


THE: SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


793 





LESSON 2.. JANUARY 14. JOHN THE BAPTIST AND JESUS 


Golden Text: Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world !—John 1 : 29 
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The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 

Getting Started in Class 

MAN known throughout America for his work 

with the honor system in reforming prison 

criminals recently made three interesting state- 
ments, according to a newspaper account. “I am 
still convinced that there are no bad men in the 
world; I am sure that my method is right,” he said. 
Asked whether a certain notorious criminal then un- 
der sentence of death, having confessed to murder- 
ing his wife’s parents, could be redeemed, “No,” was 
the reply, “but that means nothing . . . he is not even 
a type.” 

There are three mistakes in these three statements. 

First, it is not true that “there are no bad men in 
the world,” for there is no other kind than bad men. 
“There is none righteous, no, not one” (Rom. .3: 10). 
“For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of 
God” (Rom. 3: 23). 

Second, a man like that murderer can be redeemed. 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on him should 
not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). “The 
law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus made me 
free from the law of sin and of death” (Rom. 8: 2). 

Third, that murderer is a type of the logical out- 
working of the sin that is in every man. “There is 
a way which seemeth right unto a man; but the end 
thereof are the ways of death” (Prov. 14: 12). 

The sincere but mistaken reformer’s statements 
were made without recognition of the central truth 
in to-day’s lesson: the Lamb of God. He overlooked 
every man’s sin, every man’s need of the Lamb of 
God, and the infinite sufficiency of the Lamb of God 
to meet every man’s need. 


Our Background Material 


Remember, we are trying to “master” the Gospel 
of John this year,—that is, to be able to think 
through the book from beginning to end, from 
memory. So we should read the Gospel through at 
least once each week during the six months’ course. 
How many of your class have done so since last Sun- 
day, and can give their impressions? 

Let the teacher and every member have the 
pamphlet “How to Study the Gospel of John,” by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (from The Sunday School Times 
Company; two copies of the pamphlet for five 
cents, or three cents each) and use it constantly dur- 
ing the six months. 

Last week the first of the “seven keys” to the 
Gospel, as given in that pamphlet, was mentioned 
here: the key-word “Believe,” occurring ninety-eight 
times in John. The second of these keys is the word 
“Jesus.” It is the historic name of our’ Lord as a 
man. What does it mean? (Matt. 1: 21.) 

The Prologue or Introduction of the Gospel is 
1: 1-18, last Sunday’s lesson. For the first of the two 
main parts of this Gospel see Dr. Griffith Thomas’ 
lesson article in this lesson (I, 1). 

Arnold’s Chart of Christ’s Journeyings (The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 20 cents) will be useful 
during the six months, this week in locating Bethany 
beyond the Jordan. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragrenne in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Do you realize that John the Baptist was one of 
the most gigantic figures in the history of the world? 
His part of the world was shaken with the impact 
of his terrific message. Billy Sunday to-day is prob- 
ably not a circumstance to him. People of every 
sort flocked to the wilderness to hear him, and he 
minced no words in dealing with them. See Luke 
3:2-20. A vivid picture of the historical setting of 
the scene is given on page 792. 

Why and how John the Baptist and Billy Sunday 
are somewhat alike is suggested by Mr. Ridgway (1). 
John the Baptist is made a real flesh and blood per- 
son to a class of girls in Miss Frederick’s article, 
“My Class of Girls,” this week. Be sure to use 
Jesus’ later wonderful tribute to John, Luke 7: 28. 

When this powerful figure, who in a sense had the 
world at his feet, was asked who he was, he was 
facing one of the biggest tests of his life. Could he 
have claimed to be Christ and made people believe it? 
Undoubtedly he could. William Dean Howells’ 
novel, “The Leatherwood God,” just published, is a 
remarkable story of a man who lived in Ohio less 
than a hundred years ago, and who, claiming to be 
God, had a large following. 


John 1 : 19-34. Commit verses 32, 33 


{The portion of the text indicated by the International 
Lesson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
ohn 1: 19, 23-34] 


19 And this is the witness of John, when the Jews sent 
unto him from Jerusalem priests and Levites to ask him, 
Who art thou? .. . 23 He said, I am the voice of one crying 
in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the Lord, as 
1 said Isaiah the prophet. 24 * And they had been sent from 
the Pharisees. 25 And they asked him, and said unto him, 
Why then baptizest thou, if thou art not the Christ, 
neither Elijah, neither the prophet? 26 John answered them, 
saying, I baptize *in water: in the midst of you standeth 
one whom ye know not, 27 even he that cometh after me, 
the latchet of whose sho® I am not worthy to unloose. 
28 These things were done in * Bethany beyond the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing 

29 On the morrow he seeth Jesus coming unto him, and 
saith, Behold, the Lamb of God, that ®* taketh away the sin 
of the world! jo This is he of whom I said, After me 
cometh a man who is become before me: for he was ® be- 
fore me. 31 And I knew him not; but that he should be 
made manifest to Israel, for this cause came I baptizing 
7in water. 32 And John bare witness, saying, I have beheld 
the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven; and it abode 
upon him. 33 And I knew him not: but he that sent me to 
baptize 7in water, he said unto me, Upon whomsoever thou 
shalt see the Spirit descending, and abiding upon him, the 
same is he that baptizeth 7in the Holy Spirit. 34 And I 
have seen, and have borne witness that this is the Son of 
God. 


1Js. xl. 3. * Or, And certain had been sent from among 
the Pharisees *Or, with * Many ancient authorities 
read Bethabarah, some Betharabah. Comp. Josh. 15.6, 
61; 18.22. 5Or, beareth the sin Gr. first in regard of 
me. 7Or, with : 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, 
by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








The questions that were asked of the Baptist, with 
the Scripture passages to which they referred, are 
discussed by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 2, 3). On the 
“prophet” of verse 21, see also Acts 3:22, 23, 
and 7: 37. 

John was a great enough man to tell people what 
he was not, and to put himself into a place of noth- 
ingness. Illuminating comments on this are made by 
Mr. Ridgway (2), Sr. Mackie (2), Mr. Howard 
(From the Platform), Illustration Round Table (1), 
and Mr. Rogers (1-2, 3). The Lesson Cartoon, on 
page 796, strikingly illustrates some Christians who 
attempt to point people to Christ. 

What was the difference between the baptizing 
done by John and by Jesus? (vs. 7, 33.) Let the 
class discuss this. 

As to baptism before this time, light is given by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 3); and the meaning of 
John’s baptism is explained by the same writer 
(II, 4). The innovation of baptizing Jews is pointed 
out by Dr. Mackie (1). 

A religious paper has recently condemned The 
Sunday School Times for “renewing in its most 
beastly form the blood theory of salvation.” What 
would John the Baptist, and Jesus, say about this, as 
John cried, “Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh 
away the sin of the world!” God says, “Apart from 
shedding of blood there is no remission” (Heb. 
9:22). Christ became the Lamb of God in order 
that his blood might be shed to save us from the 
death penalty of our sins. A bloodless redemption 
would be a hopeless redemption. It has been truly 
said that the blood is the red cord of redemption 
that runs through the entire Bible from Genesis to 
Revelation. The Lamb of God has purchased the 
Church’ of God with his own blood (Acts 20: 28). 
It is the bleod alone that cleanseth us from all sin 
(1 John 1:7). A wonderfully revealing leaflet en- 
titled “Blood,” giving the Scriptures on the subject 
and exposing the Bloodless Beliefs of to-day, all of 
which deny the necessity of a blood atonement for 
sin, should be distributed now or later to every mem- 
ber of the class; it may be had from the Biola Book 
Room, 536 S. Hope Street, Los Angeles, California 
(8 cents a dozen, 50 cents per hundred). 

Be sure to read Dr. Kyle’s masterly article on “The 
Blood of the Lamb of God,” on page 792, showing 
that John’s word about Jesus was “the most startling 
announcement ever made in this world.” The sub- 
ject is discussed also by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 8). 


The Truth That is Golden 


John’s baptism stands for man’s part; Christ’s 
baptism stands for God’s part. 

John baptized with water, in token of the fact 
that the one who was baptized repented of his sins 
and turned away from them toward God. But if 
that were all there was to it, we should be left hope- 
less; for merely facing inthe right direction will 
never get us there,—though it is our duty to face in 
the right direction. It is God‘s responsibility to “get 
us there,”—in this matter of freedom from the pen- 
alty and power of sin. And Christ’s baptism accom- 


cee 


lishes this. When one, in repentance, receives the 

mb of God as his Saviour, and trusts in the cleans- 
ing and saving power of the shed blood of the Lamb, 
then Christ baptizes that one, not in water, but in 
the Holy Spirit. The miracle of.the new birth is 
accomplished by the Holy Spirit, and we are made 
“children of God” (John 1:12). 

See the three great and wonderful things that 
Christ does for us (Dr. Griffith Thomas, III, 7). 

This difference between turning away from our 
own sins, in repentance, and accepting the blood sac- 
rifice and forgiveness of the Son of God, is dis- 
cussed by Mr. Rogers (4). 
Teaching Points 

Notice that the Scripture does not say that the 


Holy Spirit was a dove, or was in a dove, but that 
the Spirit descended “as a dove” (v. 32). 


The Son of God need not have been the Lamb of 
God,—it was his voluntary choice; but the Lamb of 
God had to be the Son of God, for no one less could 
have served as the Lamb without blemish (1 Peter 
1: 19), a perfect sacrifice for the sins of the world. 


Do people. wonder what your power is, as they 
wondered of John? They ought to. They will, if 
your life is Christ, for your life then will be super- 
natural, and will accomplish things for which no 
natural explanation can account. 


John called Jesus “a man” (v. 30), and “the Son of 
God” (v. 34). For P nw is both man and God; 
born of a heavenly Father and an earthly mother, 
the God-man. 


When the Holy Spirit came to the man Jesus, he 
“abode upon him” (v. 32),—he came to stay. When 
the Holy Spirit comes to one who believes in Christ, 
he comes also to abide, to remain in that one always. 

The various titles for Christ in this whole chapter, 
it is suggested by Dr. Griffith Thomas (II, 6) are 
most striking and should be collected and studied. 
Let some member of the class do this and bring in a 
report next week, as to what they are and what each 
one means. 

It is worth while to be only a voice for God, if our 
voice is God’s own voice. On John as a “voice” see 
Dr. Griffith Thomas (III, 8). 

Making straight the way of the Lord may be costly 
—are you ready? (Round Table, 2). 

Irrepressible witness-bearing is the kind that wins 
(Round Table, 3). 

Faith is not sight; John was obeying orders in the 
dark (Mr. Rogers, 5-6). 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What would you do if people thought you were 
greater than you really are? 

Do you think John had any struggle to tell the 
truth when he was asked whether he was the Christ? 

What does baptism mean to you? Have you 
Pree its full meaning as explained in Romans 

: 1-14! 

Why do so many people dislike the idea of Christ 
the Lamb of God as a sacrifice and substitute who 
had to be killed in our place? 

What impression have you of John the Baptist as 
a man? 

Can we be as clear and positive in our convictions 
concerning Christ and the Holy Spirit as John was, 
when he said, “I have seen, and have borne witness 
that this is the Son of God? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparation.] 


First Disciples of the Lord Jesus (John 1: 35-51). 


There was only one man in the world, just then, 
who could safely succeed John the Baptist as a 
preacher and teacher, and not suffer by the contrast. 
And that man was more than man,—the Son of man, 
and the Son of God. Would you like to know some- 
thing of his methods of winning men? We can 
begin to find out now. 

Why should two men have turned to follow Jesus 
so quickly, after this word of John’s? 

What do you think the Jews of that day expected 
the Messiah to be? 

Why did Jesus change Simon’s name? 

Can you find any references to the Messiah in 
“the law and the prophets”? 


What do you think Jesus meant by his answer in 
verse 48? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





I. Connection.—After the introduction, 1: 1-18, the 
Gospel of John is divided into two main parts, and 
the first of these is introduced from 1:19 to 2:11, 
where the main thought is that Christ was manifest- 
ing himself in various ways and could be received 
if only men were willing. In 1: 19-34 he is attested 
by John the Baptist; in 1: 35-51 he is acknowledged 
by several men who became his disciples; in 2: 1-11 
he is definitely accepted by his earliest disciples as the 
result of his first miracle. (1) 


Persons.—John the Baptist, the cousin and fore- 
runner of Christ, was six months older, and his great 
work was that of preparing the way for the Messiah. 
The Pharisees were the orthodox party as distinct 
from the Sadducees, who were rationalistic and did 
not believe in the resurrection. The Pharisees, who 
arose about a century or so before Christ, were very 
popular and greatly devoted to religious rites (Mark 
7:3). It was therefore natural that they should in- 
quire about John. The Levites (of the tribe of Levi) 
were assistants to the priests in the temple worship— 
John was of this tribe. 

Place.—-The reading “Bethany beyond the Jordan” 
indicates that there must have been two places of 
this name. The common version reads “Bethabara,” 
and it is suggested that the one spot. had these two 
names. The location was probably near Jericho, east 
of the Jordan, on the road travelers would take going 
east. 

Time.—A. D. 27. 

Il. What Do These Verses Mean? 

Verse 19.—Jews. Official messengers from the 

great Council at Jerusalem, the Sanhedrin, consisting 
of seventy men, which would want to know the 
meaning of the new religious movement, and would 
feel that something must be done in view of the way 
in which men were speculating about John (Matt. 
339). 
Verse 21.—Elijah. The Jews believed that before 
the Messiah came Elijah would reappear. John was 
Elijah in the sense of Malachi 4:5, but;not in the 
way the men who. asked the question meant (Matt. 
11:14). The prophet—announced by Moses (Deut. 
18:15). (2) 

Verse 23.—Voice. The Baptist applies to himself 
the words of Isaiah 40:3, which the Jews seem to 
have understood as Messianic. The original mean- 
ing was the deliverance of tne Jews from Babylon 
under the figure of pioneering a way over all obstacles. 

Verse 25.—Baptism is thought by some to have 
been known before this time as the way in which a 
heathen could become a Jew, though John made fresh 
ue of it in his work. Others think that the origin 
is obscure and that the baptism of heathen converts 
before this time is open to question. The inquiry of 
the Pharisees refers to the authority of John to per- 
form the rite. Perhaps they connected this rite with 
the opening of the Messianic time (Ezek. 36:25; 
Zech. 13:1). (3) 

Verse 26.—Midst. John tells them that they are 
really ignorant of the fact that the Messiah was 
present (Luke 3: 16, 17). 

Verse 28.—Baptising. John’s baptism was intended 
as the outward expression of the people’s repentance 
and need of cleansing. It symbolized a break with 
the past and a determination to be different in the 
future, with special reference to the expectation of 
the Messiah. (4) 

Verse 29—Lamb. Perhaps to be understood as 
including both the Passover lamb (Exod. 12) and the 
prophetic lamb (Isa. 53:7). The one thought is 
sacrifice, John being the son of a priest. Tuketh 
away, See also 1 John 3:5. It means to lift up and 
then carry away. To “bear sin” is found often in 
the Old Testament (Lev. 24:15). World. Not 
Jewish only, but extending to all, a special point in 
the Gospel (3:16; 4:42; 1 John 2:2). (5) 

Verse 31.—Knew him not. No personal acquaint- 
ance nor a previous meeting. Although kinsmen, cir- 
cumstances had prevented their association. 

Verse 32.—The Spirit. It was a sign for the Bap- 
tist alone. 

Verse 33.—Baptiseth in the Holy Spirit. The 
bestowal of the Holy Spirit as marking (like water 
baptism) the initiation of the person into the 
spiritual community of Christ’s followers. This was 
to be an essential feature of the Messianic Kingdom 
(Isa. 44:3; Joel 2: 28; Ezek. 36: 27). 

Verse 34—Son of God. A designation of the 
Messiah (2 Sam. 7:14; Psa. 2:7; Isa. 9:6). The 


. various titles for-Christ in this whole chapter are 


most striking and should be carefully collected and 
studied. (6) 
Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 

1. The Work of Christ. The Baptist uses three 
titles, and when they are put together they represent 
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almost everything that Christ is to us. (a) He is 
the Lamb of God who removes sin, bestows forgive- 
ness, and guarantees acceptance by his sacrifice. 
4b) He is the One who baptizes-with the Holy Spirit, 
bestowing new life, new purity, new power. and 
blessing. (c) He is the Son of God, thereby guaran- 
teeing to us the right to become sons of God (v. 12). 
These three are to be kept together, and we must 
never think of Christ as the Lamb of God without 
at the same time remembering that he bestows the 
Holy Spirit and makes us God’s children. Observe 
the order of these three blessings. We cannot have 
the second and the third without the first. (7) 


2. The Work of the Baptist. He calls himself a 
“voice,” thereby showing his humility. And yet, 
although only a “voice,” the fact that he was a 
“voice” shows that he had an important work to do. 
Much depends upon the tones of a voice, and we are 
sure that the Baptist’s witness to Christ was ex- 
pressed in the very best and most attractive way. 
A voice may be harsh and forbidding and give a 
wrong impression of the character behind it. So our 
witness for Christ may give people a false idea of 
his grace and glory. But if we are a “voice” in the 
true sense of that word, we shall at once realize that 
we are only his witnesses, and at the same time shall 
witness truly, lovingly, our lips and lives speaking 
for him. The Baptist was not long at work, but 
what he did all through was to bear witness to 
Christ, to point others to him. (8) 


IV. The Lesson Outlined 

1. The Testimony to the Messengers (vs. 19-28). 
(a) The man (Matt. 3: 1-4). 
(b) The message (Luke 3: 3-6). 

2. The Testimony to the Multitudes (vs. 19-34). 
(a) The ministry (Luke 3: 7-14). 
(b) The meaning (Luke 3: 15-18). 

Wycuirre CoLitece, Toronto. 


b 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
John and Billy.—The voice of one crying in the wil- 
derness (v.23). The voice of what? The voice of the 


expiring conscience of the world crying in the wilder- 
ness of sin. If we can judge from the (locked-up) 


house walls of some folks of Pompeii, and from. 


the records of contemporary writers, if a Voice had 
not cried and a Light had not shined the whole world 
must have soon gone the fiery way of the cities of the 
plain. It generally takes something out of the ordi- 
nary to call men to repentance. Billy Sunday called 
the man of position but with no religion a “lobster” 
and a “four flusher” and a “mutt” and a “chump” and 
a “fool,” and all the other things he could think of 
at the moment. The fine gentleman was insulted by 
“this mountebank” who “dragged religion in the gut- 
ter.” “He ought to be run out of town, yes, indeed, 
so he ought.” But the man went to bed and went to 
thinking, and toward morning he said to himself, 
“Billy is right. I am everything he called me, and 
more too.” The next night, to the amazement and 
joy of his great city, he was the first man to strike 
the trail. Billy Sunday seems to be the John Baptist 
of this generation. John was a little (!) unconven- 
tional. So is Billy. John’s voice spake in terms of 
the wilderness. Billy’s voice speaks in the terms of 
the “loafin’ place.” A rough and tumble world knew 
what John was talking about, and the same sort of a 
world knows what Billy is talking about. John’s 
voice brought great crowds. So does Billy’s voice. 
After John, Jesus. After Billy, the Holy Spirit (Acts 
2: 38-41). (1) 


In Darkest New York.—Behold, the Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the sin of the world (v. 29). Not 
every man can come up the wilderness way or the 
baseball way to be a voice to cry. But even a wooden 
man can stand and point to the Lamb of God. I was 
on the Bowery in New York the other night, and had 
the privilege of making a little talk to a roomful of 
“girls” who had been plunged to Chinatown’s depths 
by man’s devilishness. I told t'1em that each woman 
had grown up around a sweet little girl that was still 
somewhere within. The place was the room of two 
young women rescue workers. There were some 
thirty girls of us. Some had evidently come from 
homes of refinement. I never had a more attentive 
audience. As Dave Ranney (ex-burglar) and I de- 
parted we were overwhelmed with thanks. After re- 
turning home I arranged they should have “a little 
spread” on me. I also sent each girl a red morocco 
Testament. What would you have suggested for the 
fly-leaf of the Testaments for these girls? Well, here 
is what I wrote: “Wm. H. Ridgway. To the dear 
little girl in the woman heart (Matt. 14:19; John 
1:29; John 14: 1-15; Rev. 21 and 22.” After Revela- 
tion chapters I wrote, “Our tryst. In the foun- 
tain square of the golden city by the tree of life. 
Will you keep it?” The young women who conduct 
the mission wrote me, “The girls were delighted with 
your Testaments.” 
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When Our Work is Done.—A man which is pre- 
ferred before me (v. 30, A. V.). No wonder Christ 
paid high tribute to John. “Greatest.” There is no 
greater mark of greatness than to find joy in “playing 
second fiddle.” All the eyes and all the plaudits of 
his world were for John. The Baptist had no doubt 

lanned and dreamed for years upon this ripe hour. 

or John Baptist was made of the same human cla 
as other men. Now he- must step down and bac 
and out for another and greater. Nothing better 
shows the fine fiber of a man than a test like this. 
He who can be happy and smiling as he steps down 
and out of a work he loves to make room for a bigger 
and better man is a hero and a saint. Most men have 
to be “kicked out” by a few kind words or a gentle 
hint or by desertion. I have now become Dean of 
the Diplomatic Corps. I am the oldest lesson writer 
in the Times by continuous service. I seem to be 
like Tennyson’s brook. Writers may come and 
writers may go, but I babble on forever. But some 
day, and it is a wonder it hasn’t come before this, 
we Cousin Charles must say to poor old Uncle 

iily, “We have found a Corner Copia more abun- 
dant, more overflowing, more copious.” And then the 
obscurity out of which for a little while I emerged 
and became articulate shall again receive me as her 
own. Just as it has done and will do fer many 
another Sunday-school teacher. May the Master help 
us all to be as sweet as John Baptist and to remem- 
ber (1 Cor. 15: 58, l. c.). (2) 


To Know and Not to Know.—And I knew him not 
(v. 31). “Har, har!” laughs to himself the smart 
one on the back row. “I have yeu now. Just read 
Matthew 3:14 and explain, will you.” Ali right. Let 
me be reminiscent a little bit. The first time I ever 
saw Dr. Trumbull, the former editor of this paper, 
Mr. B. B. Comegys, a banker of Philadelphia, took me 
one night to the Trumbull teachers’ class at the West 
Walnut Street Presbyterian Church. Dr. Trumbull, 
as was his custom and delight, dragged his coat-tails 
all up and down the lesson for some one to get on. 
After a while I got on! The class afterwards said it was 
one of their most enjoyable evenings. So did the 
Doctor and I. Then Dr. Trumbull invited me to 
visit him at his office. “Ridgway,” said he, “I don’t 
invite every one to my office.” So Dr. Trumbull 
knew me from that time until he went Home. But 
he never dreamed the countryman from the Brandy- 
wine meadows was one day. to take up the work of 
filling his column in the, Times, for you older mem- 
bers of the Times family will remember this para- 
graph way with the lesson was Dr. Trumbull’s. de- 
lightful specialty. He only knew me as a fellow try- 
ing to have a little fun with the teacher. As a man 
with a message of love, helpfulness, and salvation to 
the thousands who have read this column for ten 
years he did not know me. Folks who may know 
you as a cousin man do not know you for all you 
may be. 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday School Times 

three full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 

If coming later they may not be considered at all. Do 
not submit illustrations without first securing a circular 
that explains the- acceptance of material, and the year’s 
lesson calendar, which will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 
All readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this 
department. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal les- 
son illustration used, and two dollars for the best one each 
week. 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, and will stand a better chance of accept- 
ance than illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Don’t Misrepresent Him!—Behold, the Lamb of 
God (Golden Text). A friend of John Ericsson, fa- 
mous as the builder of the Monitor, was giving an 
illustrated lecture on the great inventor in the city 
of Philadelphia. A number of military men were 
present. One of the pictures shown represented 
Ericsson as a Swedish chasseur. At the conclusion 
of the address a Danish officer came up to the lecturer 
and asked: “Why did you show Ericsson in disgrace? 
That picture shows Ericsson in arrest; was that a 


-fact?” “But, my dear sir,” said the surprised lecturer, 


“I did not show Ericsson in arrest.” “Yes,” per- 
sisted the Danish gentleman; “your slide showed him 
with his sword on the wrong side, and that means 
that he was in arrest.” A conference with the oper- 
ator showed that that worthy had reversed the slide 
in placing it in front of the lens. Ericsson was dis- 
honored by the presentation given of him. So is 
Christ by that of many of his followers. Let us see 
to it that our lives show him to be our Saviour.— 
From the Homiletic Review. Sent by Rev. T. 
De Courcy Rayner, Hamilton, Ont., Can. 


Only a Voice.—He said, 1 am the voice of one cry- 
ing in the wilderness, Make straight the way of the 
Lord, as said Isaiah the prophet (v. 23). In connec- 
tion with a visit of His Majesty to a Highland vil- 
lage, a crowd gathered at the railway station from 
all over the district. The enthusiasm, at all times 
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intense, was heightened as smoke was 
seen ascending in the valley. “The train 
is coming!” sent a thrill through every 
one, immediately followed by an ex- 
pression of disappointment. “It is only 
a pilot.” The despised thing was allowed 
to pass without a cheer. Never a flag 
was raised. It was entirely forgotten 
when, a few minutes later, the royal 
train arrived. But the “pilot” had ful- 
filled its mission—From the Sunday 
School Chronicle. Sent 5 James D. 
Lawson, Charlottetown, P. E. I. (1) 


At Any Cost.—Make straight the way 
of the Lord (v. 23). Are you willing to 
be a highway over which Jesus Christ 
shall come to your town and into the 
lives of your friends and neighbors? 
Right of way costs something. When 
President -Garfield was shot, he was 
taken to a quiet, isolated house where he 
could have absolute quiet and rest in his 
fight for life, and a special railway was 
constructed to facilitate the bringing of 
doctors, nurses, and loved ones to his 
bedside. The engineers laid out the line 
to cross a farmer’s front yard, but he 
refused to grant the right of way until 
they explained to him that it was for the 
President, when he exclaimed, “That is 
different. Why, if that railroad is for 
the President, you can run it right 
through my house.” Are you willing to 
give Him right of way across your front 
yard? It may run right through some 
of your plans, or social engagements, or 
business appointments. But will you 
give him the right of way?—From the 
Rev. Frank Field, in Michigan Christian 
Advocate. Sent by Helen Desjardins, 
Flint, Mich. The prize for this week is 
awarded to this illustration. (2) 


Irrepressible Business Getting.—And 
John bare witness (v. 32). Some men 
just cannot leave their business alone. 
They carry it with them; it holds them 
all the time. Successful insurance men 
often have this reputation. One such 
was stricken down with illness and or- 
dered to the hospital. But facing this 
“shut-in” time he said cheerfully to his 
chief: “I expect to insure my surgeon; 
I’ll get a nurse or two; and, after all, 
one can do a good deal of business by 
correspondence.” Being “laid aside” for 
him simply meant opening up new op- 
portunities that he would not otherwise 
have had,—and all for more business! 
The insurance that the Lord Jesus Christ 
offers is quite as worth while. What 
will it mean for Him and for others 
when we are as eagerly on the trail of 
new business as that» cheery, irrepressi- 
ble, “sick” business getter?—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by W. J. 
Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y.- (3) 


The Witnessing Face.—And I! have 
seen, and have borne witness (v. 34). 
From his own experience Dr. Campbell 
Morgan told of a Yorkshire factory girl 
who had given herself to Christ: “As 
she was walking up and down the plat- 
form of a railway station, waiting for a 
train, her face became transfigured with 
the new joy. In a first-class carriage 
sat a lady of title, wealth and culture. 
She saw the girl pass several times in 
front of the train, called to her and 
asked, ‘What makes you look so happy?’ 
The girl told her simple story, and the 
result of the brief conversation was 
that this lady was led to the same Christ. 
I knew both women, and can testify to 
the truth of the incident—From the 
British Weekly. Sent by W. J. Hart, 
D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 


vg 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


HO art thou? (v. 19.) An Arabic 
proverb says, “Ask not who spoke, 
but what was spoken.” This is given as 
the surprise of epigram, because natu- 
rally in the East, especially in matters of 
religion, the leading influence attaches 
rather to the position of the speaker. 
Make straight the way of the Lord 
(v. 23). The Oriental road or mule- 
path is never repaired voluntarily by the 
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le of the locality for their own con- 
venience. It is usually done by an order 
of the governor in preparation for the 
safe and more rapid passage of some 
prince or high cial. The repair is 
done by clearing off thorn bushes that 
have sprung up, and removing loose 


stones that have been thrown upon it 


from the fields on each side, and by 
ling up hollows where the winter rains 
have removed the soil. 


Why then baptizest thou? (v. 25.) 
Baptism or cleansing with water was 
necessary for the priests officiating at 
the altar of sacrifice, and whenever 
Gentiles were received into the congre- 
gation of Israel. But it was an innova- 
tion to baptize Jews as if they needed 
repentance, like “sinners of the Gen- 
tiles.” (1) 

The latchet of whose shoe I am noi 
worthy to unloose (v. 27). The later 
Oriental shoe with an upper covering of 
leather needs no latchet, but the sandal 
was held in position by a leather thong. 
Any service to the feet or shoes of 
another was considered to be a menial 
and degrading act. (2) 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypr. 
bd < - 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“ Come, every soul, by sin oppressed.” 

“ Just as I am, without one plea.” 

“My faith looks up to Thee.” 

“ My hope is built on nothing less.” 

“Not I, but Christ, be honored, loved, ex- 
alted.” 

“ Rock of Ages, cleft for me.” 

“Though your sins be as scarlet.” 

“ Wonderful words of life.” 


(References in parentheses are to the 
metrical Psalm Book “Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 51 : 1-19 (109 : 1-4). 
Psalm 37 : 1-11 (79: 1-3). 
Psalm 22 : 27-31 (42: 1-3). 
Psalm 32: 1-11 (66: 1, 3, 4). 
Psalm 79 : 1-13 (161 : 1-3). 


ye 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
teach us the joy of obscurity. Enable us, 
we pray thee, to forget about the glories of 
prominence, and give us the gladness of 
heart that belongs to those who are happy 
when they are unnoticed. Thus may we have 
room in our natures for showing thee forth 
without crowding self to the front. May we 
witness for thee, O Christ, without recogni- 
tion of self, but with a burning desire to 
have thee known to others round about us. 
In thy dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—A business man 
was talking one day with the secretary 
of ‘a great merchant. The merchant was 
out. Very pleasantly the secretary ex- 
plained the situation, and said cour- 
teously, “Now if you will just send a 
letter to me, I will be sure to give it to 
him and will see that the matter is prop- 
erly laid before him.” 

“Thank you,” answered the business 
man, “I will do that, and may I ask 
your name?” 

“My name?” said the secretary. 
“Well, suppose you just address it to 
Mr. Blank’s secretary, at this office.” 

The business man saw that for some 
reason the secretary did not wish to give 
his name, so he did just what was sug- 
gested. Considerably later he learned 
that the secretary had the same last 
name as his chief. He always kept his 
name in the background and never 
would give it unless he had to. His 
chief must always be first; there must 
be no confusion of names in that office, 
if the secretary could help it. 

That same business man was walking 
once with a missionary in Algiers along 
the crowded streets of that strange and 
wonderful city. Some ragged Arabs 
shuffled by, and as they passed they 
spoke smilingly to the missionary. 

“Did you hear what they said to me?” 
asked the missionary. 

“No,” said his friend. 

“Well,” said the missionary, “they 
never can remember my name, so they 
just call me ‘Jesus.’” 

Fellow-workers in this Sunday-school, 
would it not be wonderful if whenever 
the folks in our neighborhood meet us 





on the streets they would think of our 
instead of us? 


wy NAME 


WHICH FIRST? ., 














How presumptuous it seems even to 
put the two names together! Oh, may 
we give him first place in everything! 

PHILADELPHIA. 


[ Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 








OTE.—So many, years have passed 

since the seven stories relating to 
the childhood and youth of Jesus have 
occurred in the Uniform Lessons (Jan- 
uary, 1912) that it seems desirable to 
devote January 7 and 14 to those stories. 
The suggestions for last week included 
the angel’s message to Mary, the birth 
in Bethlehem, the visits of shepherds 
and wise men,—all briefly told, using as 
a memory verse: Thou shalt call his 
name Jesus (Matt. 1:21). 

The remaining stories are suggested 
for to-day with related incidents about 
John the Baptist, using as a memory 
verse; He shall save his people from 
their sins (Matt. 1:21). 


Introduction and Review.—Mary and 
Elisabeth were cousins. Each had a 
baby boy. Mary was the mother of 
baby Jesus; Elisabeth was the mother 
of baby John. An angel brought the 
messages to name these babies Jesus and 
John. John was six months older. 
Their homes were not near enough for 
these boys to visit each other. 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, after 
Mary. and Joseph journeyed there. 
Shepherds who saw the light in the sky 
and heard the angels’ message, went to 
find the baby in his manger bed of hay. 
Some wise men followed a wonderful 
star until they found baby Jesus. They 
worshiped him and offered their gifts. 

Lesson Teaching.—Jesus was the Son 
of God. 

Story Continued —When the baby was 
eight days old, his name was called 
Jesus (Luke 2:21) as the angel had 
said. 

Some days later, Mary and Joseph 


carried the baby to Jerusalem to present | 
baby Jesus to God in the beautiful tem- | 


ple. They took with them a gift of two 
doves. At the temple they met two very 
old people, Simeon and Anna, who 
hoped to see baby Jesus, the Son of 
God, before they died (Luke 2: 22-38). 

They were happy to hold the little 
child and to pray for God’s blessing on 
him. Simeon said, This child shall be 
for a light and glory to God’s people. 
Mary and Joseph wondered at these 
words. 

It would seem that such a dear baby 
would be safe. The wise men had asked 
King Herod: Where is he that is born 
King of the Jews? This worried Herod, 
who sent men to find the baby. Because 
his life was in danger, an angel warned 
Joseph to take Mary and her baby to 
Egypt: (Matt. 2: 13-15). 

It must have been a long, hard jour- 
ney. They stayed until King Herod 
died. When they returned they lived in 
Nazareth (Matt. 2: 19-23). How care- 
fully Mary must have watched and 
trained her little boy! 


“Day by day the little Jesus 
Grew like you and me; 
Learned to say a prayer to heaven 
At his mother’s knee; 
He was poor, but very happy, 
Happy in God’s love; 

Listening to his gentle guidance 
Coming from above.” 
(Primary and Junior Hymnal, Heidelberg 

Press, Philadelphia, 35 cents.) 
Jesus grew to be a strong, obedient, 
wise boy who pleased God and the peo- 
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ple who knew him (Luke 2: 40, 51, 52). 
Mary and Joseph must have told 
Jesus often about carrying him to the 
temple. They promised t when he 
was twelve they would take him again, 
at the time of the Passover feast, when 
the temple would be crowded with peo- 
ple. There were many wonderful 
things to see and hear in Jerusalem. 
(Complete the story, Luke 2: 41-52.) 

All this time his cousin, John, was 
growing up in another part of the coun- 
try. Mary and Elisabeth must have told 
their boys about each other. John loved 
to roam among the rocks and hills by 
the river Jordan. John became a great 
preacher whom many people went to 
hear, out of doors, by the river. They 
called him John the Baptist. 

One day some people asked him, Are 
you the Christ? John answered, I am 
not; He will come to preach some day. 
They asked again, Who are you? John 
said, I am a voice, preparing the way 
for Jesus. 

The very next day John saw Jesus 
coming toward him by the river Jordan. 
ge said, This is he of whom I spoke. 

e is the Lamb of God, who has come 
to take away the sin of the world. 

John and Jesus walked into the river 
Jordan. John baptized Jesus, and God’s 
voice said, This is my beloved Son. 

What John suid was like what the 
angel said: He shall save his people 
from their sins.’ 


Note.—If used simply, with but few 
details, the sand-table might make clear 
some: of the journeys mentioned. 


Hand-work.—Draw a river. Make 
three J’s to indicate ,Jardan, 77hn, Jesus. 
CHICAGO. 
ve 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


EACHERS are urged never to read 

the suggestions of this column until 
after they have carefully studied the ma- 
terial offered in the general lesson arti- 
cles in this issue, and have read any 
other special articles on the lesson. 
After thus mastering the subject-matter, 
teachers should prayerfully consider the 
practical applications of the lesson and 
seek to bring these out in class by illus- 
trations, homely remarks, suggestions 
from every-day experiences, questions, 
discussions, etc., suitable to their girls. 


All adolescents are hero worshipers. 
They are deeply interested in people 
who do things. Make the most of this 
fact. Don’t let interesting Bible char- 
acters stand still and colorless in dis- 
tant, ancient perspective. Put a glass 
of modern, up-to-date human interest 
between them and your girls, so that 
they see them brought up close and get 
their movements, expressions, emotions. 
Make them live: 


John the Baptist: true Christian; un- 
selfish witness.—How many of you girls 
ever went to hear a young genius sing, 
or play the violin or piano—a kind of 
real, temperamental genius with baggy 
clothes, full bow tie, long hair, and soul- 
ful eyes? If you happened to sit close 
enough for his chance gaze to rest on 
you—Oh, my!—you felt as if all the 
blood in your body had rushed up into 
your head, and your heart tried its best 
to make enough noise for the girl in the 
fifth row back to hear. 

Now, John the Baptist was no fash- 
ionable matinee idol, but he was of this 
unusual genius class. He was very 
thoughtless of his dress and food, and 
lived with his head in the clouds. When 
he began preaching out in that “wilder- 
ness” it was like when Billy Sunday 
starts to warm things up. John called 
a spade a spade, not.a “useful garden 
utensil.” He described sin so that no 
one meeting it even in the dark could 
mistake it for a harmless pastime; -and 
when he talked about the kingdom of 
God and—the other place—people be- 
gan to scramble over the cactus and 
bramble to get baptized. 

Can’t you imagine the different kinds 
of girls that heard him? Here is the 
fashionable beauty come out from Jeru- 
salem in her chariot. She is griven up 
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to a good vantage point and listens first 
out of curiosity—and then her whole 


soul is stirred. She hears him again and | 


ain, until she looks upon him as a sort 


o ; 

There is a timid country girl of care- 
ful religious training. She stands off in 
a retired spot and drinks in every word, 
and she listens as God calls to her 
through his mighty servant, rapt in 
spiritual ecstasy. 

Maybe these girls (and many others) 
write him worshipful letters or poetry, 
people in high position invite him to din- 
ner, influential men ask him to come to 
ran to preach. Will it all turn 

is head? Let us see. 

“Art thou the Christ?” What a 
temptation! “Art thou Elias?” 

am a voice crying in the wilder- 
ness.” ‘ 

Here is the true Christian. No 
thought of personal gain, but a con- 


ability the way of the Lord. Oh, girls, 
if we were only more like this grand and 
noble young man—making straight the 
way of the Lord by always.being true 
and unselfish, and, regardless of posi- 
tion and prominence, living before those 
about us a Christ-filled life! 


For Next Week’s Lesson 


1. If you had suddenly stepped into 
the limelight and some one had sud- 
denly asked you a question such as verse 

suggests, what attitude would you be 
ikely to assume? 

2. What very fine example of Andrew 
might we well follow? : 

3. What two elements in the testi- 
mony of these new disciples make us 
ashamed of our close-mouthed witness- 
ing after we have known Jesus so long? 
(Note specially Philip’s words in verses 
45, 46.) 

4. How should we feel if we heard 
Jesus say, “I saw you reading that un- 
wholesome book,” or, “I heard you tell 
your mother you ‘wouldn’t do it’?” 


Kawsas City, Mo. 
we 


Pucker’s “‘Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 
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of the world. When a boy does wrong 
he needn’t think he can wipe it out by 
turning over a new leaf, any more than 
ae can get rid of a blot on a copy-book 
y turning over the page. There is only 
one way to get eum off of our souls, 
that is to accept Christ as our sacrifice, 
and let his blood wash away our sin. 
Then we must ask him also to keep us 
from doing wrong again. Teacher says 
Jesus is a boy’s best friend. (4) 

Did you ever have to do a thing when 
you didn’t understand about it? John 
did. He says he was sent to baptize as 
an introduction to Jesus’ ministry, but 
he had never seen Jesus; didn’t know 
him at all. He was just obeying orders 
in the dark. (5) 

Teacher says we have to do that way 
about many things. We don’t under- 
stand why we must do certain ways at 
school. We don’t see why our parents 


» bu | won’t let us do as other boys do. When 
suming desire to prepare in his humble | 


we get out in the business world we shall 
not be told why we are to do a thing, 
in a certain way, at a certain time. e 
are just to take our orders and carry 
them out to the letter, trusting that the 
one who gave them knows his business. 

After this when I am told to do some- 
thing that I don’t understand, I am go- 
ing to make believe I am John the Bap- 
tist. (6) 


Home Study for Next Lesson 

How did it pay Andrew and John to 
be friends of the preacher? (vs. 35-37.) 

Is Jesus willing to be bothered with 
common things? (vs. 38, 39.) 

Is a boy responsible for his younger 
brother’s actions? 

Is it right to nickname _ people? 
(v. 42.) 

How much difference do our early 
surroundings make? (v. 46.) 

Is it any use to try to hide a sin? 

Terre Haute, Ino. 


wg 


Have you ever tried regularly, for at 
least three months, the simple plan of 
giving supplementary Bible instruction 
from the platform by question and an- 
swer? You can do it in five minutes, 
yes, in three minutes, each Sunday. You 
can use to great advantage—and the 


EACHER made a good point out of | school will like the drill—John B. 


the verse where John confessed that 
he was not Christ nor Elijah. He might 
have swelled up and claimed a lot of 
things for himself, but he didn’t try to 
make himself out bigger than he was. (1) 

“Don’t try to fool people,” said 
teacher. “The more you boost yourself 
the bigger fool you appear.” 

He told about a fellow working in a 
store who used to blow in his money on 
his friends to make them think he was 
rich, and all the time they were laughing 
at him behind his. back. He touched us 
up when he reminded us how some fel- 
lows like to brag and show off, wear-a 
chain without any watch, sport a glass 
diamond, and all that. Strutting is fool- 
ish, he said; a peacock is a good ex- 
ample,—he fluffs. up his feathers until 
he looks as big as a turkey, but when he 
is picked he is only skin and bones. (2) 

Be Sincere, teacher wrote on the 
beard, and explained how  cabinet- 
makers used to fill the cracks in a chair 
with wax to hide the defects. Sincere 
means without wax, and that’s what 
every boy ought to be. (3) 

Another lesson he tried to impress on 
us was reverence. John said he wasn’t 
worthy to untie Jesus’ shoestrings. 
Teacher thinks some of that spirit 
would be a good thing in the average 
American boy. Our fathers have done 


so much for us, and many of them are}. 


such noble men and honored citizens, 
yet we boys don’t knaw any better than 
to nickname them “the Old Man” and 
the like. 

He thinks those _ presidential cam- 
paigns such as we had last fall are 
awtul, when writers and speakers try 


such noble men as Mr. Wilson and Mr. 
Hughes, and he says we should always 
be careful how: we speak of the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

About the best thing in the lesson was 
where it says Jesus takes away the sin 





_to destroy the respect of the public for | 
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Smith's Supplemental Bible Question 
Course. If you'd like to see the book, 
it will be sent on approval by The Sun- 
day School Times Company. The price 
is 50 cents. ~ 








For Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HE following incident has recently 

been brought to my notice. It ap- 
peared in The Evangelical Christian and 
illustrates the blessing which faithful 
observance of Family Worship may be 
to those outside our immediate family 
circle: 

“Years ago I boarded in the family of 
a pious woman whose husband was not 
a Christian. There was a daughter of 
nineteen, another of fourteen, and a son 
of ten. Every. morning I heard that 
humble woman gather the family in the 
kitchen and read with them a chapter, 
verse about, in the Bible. Then, as I 
could not help listening, there was a 
peculiarity of service that mystified me. 

“At last I asked one day if I might 
remain. She hesitated; her daughter 
blushed, but she said I could do so if I 
really desired it. So I sat down with 
the rest. They gave me a Testament, 
and we read a verse in turn. Then, 
kneeling on the floor, that mother be- 
gan her prayer audibly, for her dear 
ones there, her husband, and herself; 
and then pausing a moment, as if to 
gather energy, or wing her faith, ut- 
tered a tender, affectionate supplication 
for me. 

“She closed and her daughter began 
to pray. Poor girl; she was afraid of 
me. I was from college; I was her 
teacher; but she tremulously asked for 
a blessing as usual. Then came the 
other daughter, and at last the son, the 
youngest of that circle, who only re- 
peated the Lord’s Prayer, with one pe- 
tition of his own. 

“His ‘Amen’ was said, but no one 
arose. I knew on the instant they were 
waiting for me, and I, poor prayerless 
I, had no word to say. It almost broke 
my heart. I hurried from the room, 
desolate and guilty. 

“A few weeks only passed, when I 
asked their permission to come in once 
more; and then I prayed, too, and 
thanked my dear, patient Saviour for 
the hope in my heart and the new song 
on my lips.” 


January 8 to 14 
Mon.—John 1: 19-28. John’s Disclaimer. 


Those speak best for Christ that say 
least of themselves. John knew who he 
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was. The servant must never usurp the 

wers and preregatives of the Master. 

ohn was a stern, solemn, grand man 
who would receive no earthly compli- 
ments. The Christian’s business is to 
magnify Christ. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray fora hum- 
ble, modest, and self-denying estimate 
of yourself. Seek deliverance from all 
pride and arrogance, and desire grace to 
make you do good rather than appear 
great. Temptation to ied and assump- 
tion of honor not belonging to us can 
only be met by a healthy_prayer life. 


Tues.—John 1: 29-34. John’s Testimony Con- 
cerning Jesus. 

The Baptist called the attention of 
the world to the Coming One and the 
purpose of his mission. . No better Gos- 
pel has ever been preached than Jolin’s. 
Christ is the Lamb of God bearing 
away our sin. This is our _ hope. 
“Through this man is proclaimed unto 
you the remission of sins.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray that the 
Bible may become more precious day by 
day. That God’s Word may bring to us 
our chief delight, and its promises be 
our abounding inspiration. 
comforting power may be especially felt 
by those who are afflicted and in pain. 


Wed.—Matt. 17: 1-13. Elijah and John. 


None can make us understand as can 
Jesus. He speaks the instructive word 
that enlightens the mind; without that 
we drown in shallows. - The Baptist 
surely was the Elijah for his time, the 
stern admonisher of kings and the bold 
preacher of repentance. 


Prayer Suacestions: Let us bless 
God for Jesus as the Teacher sent from 
Heaven. Pray that He may not only 
speak to us, but cause us to comprehend 
His Word-so as to lead us to do works 
of love, pity, charity, and beneficence 
which shall bless all with whom we come 
in contact. 


Thurs.—Luke 3: 1-6. The Voice in the Wil- 
derness. 

John knew himself to be but. “a voice.” 
This was all he claimed. The message 
is more than the messenger. He was a 
“voice” to warn and arouse. A “voice” 
to express correctly the thoughts of the 
person, and as such he was the ex- 
ponent and interpreter of the mind of 
Christ. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
evangelization of France. The present 
is the greatest “opportunity ever pre- 
sented that country. Pray for the Mc- 
All Mission Stations throughout France. 
Also for Pastor Saillen’s work, and for 
the Pioneer Mission to France, the mem- 
bers of which are working particularly 
among the French soldiers. 


Fri.—Luke 3: 7-14. Fruits of Repentance. 


A dead tree bears no fruit. Fruit is 
the outcome of life. The fruits of re- 
pentance are contrition, confession, and 
a rigorous departing from sin. The 
Baptist’s call was for no mere outward 
profession, but a repentance which in- 
cluded a radical and genuine change. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray to be for- 
given all coldness of heart and wander- 
ing of walk, and to be delivered from 
anything in daily life which may hinder 
the full surrender to Christ. Pray for 
control over all false and foolish affec- 
tions so that the heart may be fixed on 
and knit to the Lord. 


Sat.—Luke 3: 15-17, 21, 22. The Greater 
Baptism. 

John could plunge the penitent into 
water, but a greater than he must bap- 
tize men into the Holy Spirit and into 
fire. Jesus is the Divine Lord who 
covers us with the fiery influences of 
the Holy Spirit. Do we know this bap- 
tism? 


Prayer Succestions: How long will 
it be before the Jews own Jesus as their 
king? Let us pray for a speedy coming 
of that day when they shall look on him 
whom they pierced. Pray that their 
hardness of heart may disappear, and 
that they may yield a glad obedience to 
Christ. 


ray that its - 
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Sun.—Matt. 11: 7-15. Jesus’ Testimony Con- 
cerning John. 

To John was accorded the honor of 
pointing Christ out and proclaiming him 
the Lamb of God. 
eminence of his ministry, It is relation 
to Jesus that gives the true measure of 
prophetic attainment and honor. John 
had confessed his Lord, and now his 
Lord confesses him. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for all 
Christian communities, and for all the 
various congregations with which we 
may respectively be connected. For 
all good people who are trying to make 
the world better and for all who are 
preaching Jesus Christ in any land and 
to any audience. 


New York City. 
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When the Shawl Wasn’t Worn 


By Frances Margaret Fox 


AURA does not always do exactly 
what is right; neither does her little 
sister Mary Anna; but Grandma is so 
good and loving and kind it doesn’t 
seem possible that she ever did wrong 
even when she was a little girl. She 
» says though, that once, when she was 
little, she did something worse than 
Laura or Mary Anna ever did in their 
lives. The little sisters love to hear the 
story, so Grandma has to tell it over 
and over every time she comes visiting. 
It seems that a long time ago, when 
Grandma was not more than six years 
old, she had to go alone to Sunday- 
school one Sunday morning. It was the 
first time she ever went alone, and she 
was glad she was big enough to go if 
necessary, without her mother or her 
grandmother. Mother and grandma 
both helped get the little girl ready for 
Sunday-school. She had her bath Sat- 
urday night, so there was nothing to do 
Sunday morning but curl her hair and 
put on her best little petticoats-and dress. 
Soon the little girl that Grandma used 
to be was ready to start for Sunday- 
school. She could repeat the verse she 
had learned for the day; it was the verse 
in the Bible that says, “Be sure your sin 
will find you out.” The little girl said 
that verse over and over, she sung it, 
and whispered it, all for fun, although 
she didn’t understand what it meant 
until afterwards. 

At the last minute, as the little girl 
was going down the garden path, her 
grandma said, “I think that child ought 
to wear something around her; the air 
is chilly. Come back, Nellie.” Grandma’s 
name was Eleanor, but they called her 
Nellie. “Come back, dear, and I will 
let you wear my best shawl.” 

“IT am not cold,” the little girl an- 
swered, and she would not have come 
back, only her grandma said she must. 

When Grandma tells the story she 
always says she can’t remember whether 
she cried or not when her grandmother 
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wrapped the shawl-around her, but she 
does remember that she thought it was 
a dreadful. thing to have to wear an old 
lady’s shawl to Synday-school. 

The little girl Grandma used to be 
walked slowly away from the house 
feeling cross and miserable. She went 
down the garden path, through the gate, 
and began her walk along. the country 
read. She had not gone far before she 
thought of something that frightened 
her at first. Then she decided to do the 
thing that had come into her mind. The 
little girl gazed toward the house, and 
when she was sure no one was looking, 
she took off the shawl. Then she rolled 
that shawl in a tight bundle and tucked 
it under the tall grass in a fence corner. 

“No one will see it,” said Grandma to 
herself,*“and when I come back from 
Sunday-school I will put it on again.” 
But she didn’t; she forgot all about the 
shawl; and her grandmother forgot 
about it too, because company had come 
to dinner. 

A week passed, and then one day the 
little girl’s grandmother said, “I wonder 
where my shawl was put away last Sun- 
day?” 

That was a dreadful minute for the 
little girl who had done wrong. She 
knew where that shawl was put away, 
and she ran to the field hoping to find 
it safe and unharmed. Oh, how she 
wished she had worn the shawl to Sun- 
day-school and home again, no matter 
how much the children had laughed! 
What if some one had carried it away! 
oo if the dew had spoiled it! What 
1 _— 

But the shawl was in the fence corner, 
looking at first as if nothing had hap- 
pened to it. The little girl’s delight was 
quickly turned to sorrow! Her sin had 
found her out! When she lifted the 
shawl she found it full of holes made 
by the crickets! Crickets had ruined 
grandmother’s beautiful shawl! Tears 
didn’t do a bit of good; the little girl 
could think of nothing to say when she 
carried the shawl to her grandmother. 
The dear, good grandmother didn’t scold 
when she saw what had happened: but 
this much is certain; the little girl never 
forgot that long-ago summer Sunday, 
and how she hid her grandmother’s best 
shawl in the fence corner when she was 
told to wear it to Sunday-school. She 
has remembered it until now she is a 
grandmother herself, telling the story 
over and over again to Laura and Mary 
Anna, Bible verse and all. 


MackINAw City, MicH. 





The-Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, January 14 
Ought (Psa. 50: 1-15). 
(A Pledge Meeting.) 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 
Mon.—Duty to obey (Acts 5 : 17-29). 
Tues.—Duty to pray (Luke 18 :-1-14). 
Wed.—Duty to serve (John 13 : 3-15). 
Thurs.—Duty to the weak (Acts 20 : 17-35). 
Fri.—Duty to follow Christ (1 John 2: 





1-6). 
Sat.—Duty to sacrifice (1 John 3: 13-24). 








Why do we feel we ought to act aright? 

How may we discover our duty? 

What follows when we refuse to do our 
duty? 


““\UGHT” is one of the noblest 

words in our language, and the 
thought of “ought” is one of the noblest 
thoughts that can come to men. 


One of the most. wonderful things in 
the life of our Lord was his noble sense 
of duty. How large a part it played 
with him is concealed from us by the 
fact that in our English Bible the word 
duty is not once applied to Christ, and 
is only once used by Christ; in the say- 
ing, “Even so ye also, when ye shall 
have done all the things that are com- 
manded you, say, We. are unprofitable 
servants; we have done that which it 





was our duty to do.” Yet the absence 
of the term from our English Bible is 
no evidence of the fact from the life of 
Christ. We easily recall the times when 
our Lord himself said, “I must.” And 
the word so translated is not a mere 
mood of the verb. With Christ it was 
a word which might be translated, as 
sometimes it is translated, “it behooves,” 
or better still “it is my duty.” Look up 
the occasions when he uses the words. 


Nothing else can es the place of 
duty; for there is nothing nobler in the 
world. Love is not nobler. In_ its 
lower ranges love is tinged with selfish- 
ness, and when love lifts above these 
ranges it rises into the pure air of duty. 
Our Lord himself was always ground- 
ing love upon duty. He commanded 
men to love because they ought. Those 
earnest souls who torture themselves as 
to whether they are rendering their ser- 
vice of God according to the highest 
motives when they serve for duty’s 
sake may lay their torturing thoughts 
aside as they remember that the Son of 
Man, from the beginning to the end, 
was buoyed and upheld by his own noble 
consciousness of his duty to do the 
things that were necessary in order that 
there should be a Gospel, and that the 
Gospel should be given to the: world. 
This is the supreme test for us. Do we 
realize calmly the stern and lofty duty 
of our task? We must confront our 
lives with the same great test by which 
our Lord’s life was confronted, which it 
so amply met and by which it proved 
itself to be the life of the Sun of 
Righteousness, the Son 
whose voice is duty. 


And what are our duties? Considér 
each one of these and add what others 
ought to be added: Obedience, prayer, 
service, loyalty, sacrifice, truth, friend- 
ship. Can you illustrate each of these 
from the life of Christ? 

And how is duty to be known? It is 
the nearest thing in the world. George 
Miiller’s Rules will help to discover it: 


1. I seek*’at the beginning to get my 
heart into such a state that it has no 
will of its own in regard to a given 
matter. Nine-tenths of the trouble with 
people is just here. Nine-tenths of the 
difficulties are overcome when our 
hearts are ready to do the Lord’s will, 
whatever it may be. When one is truly 
in this state, it is usually but a little way 
to the knowledge of what His will is. 

2. Having done this, I do not leave 
the result to feeling or simple impres- 
sion. If I do so, I make myself liable 
to great delusions. 

3. 1 seek the will of the Spirit of 
God through, or in cofhnection with, the 
Word of God. The Spirit and the Word 
must be combined. If-I look to the 
Spirit alone without the Word, I lay 
myself open to great delusions also. If 
the Holy Spirit guides us at all, He will 
do it according to the Scriptures and 
not contrary to them. 

4. Next I take into account provi+| Gttime 
dential ,circumstances. These _. often 
plainly indicate God’s will in connection 
with His Word and Spirit. 

5. I ask God in prayer to reveal His 
will to me aright. 

6. Thus, through prayer to God, the 
study of the Word, and reflection, I 
come to a deliberate judgment accord- 
ing to the best of my ability and knowl- 
edge, and if my. mind is thus at :peace, 
and. continues so after two or. three 
more petitions, I proceed accordingly. 

In trivial matters, and in transactions 
involving most important issues, I have 
found this method always effective. 


oe 

The sense of duty is to life what solid 
foundations are to a house. 

All duty can be done. It is done most 
nobly when it is done unconsciously. 

“He did his duty as naturally as a 
horse eats his oats,” it was said of the 
Duke of Wellington: 

Next to unconscious duty doing, the 
greatest kind is the most consciously 
difficult. 

New York City, 
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quiry concerning anything advertised in 
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you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 


LUDEN'S 
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Relieve when you're sick 5c 
—help keep you well. 


WM. H. LUDEN READING, PA. 


COUGHING spelis eased, 
throat soothed, voice helped by 
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A County President 
Joins the “Lifters” 


“Herewith is a list of the names and addresses of all the 
Sunday-school superintendents in Denver County. I wish 
you would send to each one a copy of the ‘EFFICIENCY’ 
number of The Sunday Schocl Times. 


“I am trying to get as many as possible to subscribe for The 

Schoo! Times, and to that end I am sending each 
one a personal letter saying that the sample copy will soon 
reach him, and urging that the teachers be furnished with 
the paper as a regular help to the preparation of the lesson, 
and to furnish new ideas for teaching and carrying on the 
work. I have taken the paper for twenty years, and wish 
that it might be in the hands of every teacher and Sunday- 


“« CHARLES S. WATSON.” 





workers of their school? 





Do you wonder that the circulation of The Sunday School 
Times is growing, when friends, like this president of organized 
work in his county, himself a busy business man, not only take 
the time and trouble to send us the names and addresses of 
their superintendent friends to whom we may send specimen 
copies of the paper, but also co-operate further by writing a 
personal letter to each one urging them to subscribe for the 


We are very grateful for the helpful spirit manifested by our 
readers in extending the influence of the paper. 
always glad to co-operate, by sending 1917 announcement 
folders and specimen copies of The Sunday School Times 
wherever they can be used to advantage. 


We are 


Won't you take hold and ‘‘lift’’ a little? 


The Sunday School Times Company, 103! Walnut Street, Philadelphia 














The Sanday School Tires 


Philadelphia, December jo, 1916 





Advertising Rates 

80 cents per line, $11.20 per inch, each | 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch). | 
For detailed information address The | 


Religious Press Association, 800-802 | 
Witherspoon Building, Philadelphia. | 


Subscription Rates | 


The Sunday School Times is pub- | 
lished weekly at the following rates, | 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States‘ 
and Canada. These rates include 
postage : 


Five or more copies, either | 
$1.00 to separate addresses or ina | 
package to one address, $1 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1.50 copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 


One free copy ad- 
Free Copies gitional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIFS 


The Sunday School Times will he sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one 
address, 5 shillings each. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also supply the other publica- 
tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 


The Sunday School Times 
te31 Walnut Street, 








Co., Publishers, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 








~The 
Lord’s 
Return 


Seen in History and in Scripture 
As imminent 


By 
Jesse Forest Silver 


Bishop Wilson T. Hogue says: 
** The reader will find here the 
result of long and laborious re- 
search on a subject of vast im- 
portance to the entire world. 
The author has gone to the 
very sources of Christian doc- 
trine and gathered material 
from the Apostolic Fathers and 
other ancient manuscripts in 
order to show that the creed of 
the apostles was pre-millennial, 
and that this was the faith de- 
livered unto the saints and held 
by the church. It is an ency- 
clopedia of valuable informa- 
tion condensed into a conveni- 
ent hand-book for ready ref- 
erence, Itis well analyzed and 
thoroughly indexed, and co- 
pious footnotes, with citations 
to standard authors, seal the 
entire work with the stamp of 
authority.” $1.00, postpaid. 


FOR SALE BY 
The Sunday School Times Co., 
103t Walnut Street, Philadelphia 
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Home Department Questions | 


Discussed by James Mudge, D.D. 


Editor of the Visitors’ Edition of the Home 
Department Quarterly (Methodist) 


How about duplicating numbers, by aliow- 
ing some members, for certain special rea- 
sons, to be counted in the main and 
in the Home Department also? 


S A RULE, of course, duplications 

are out of order, and care should be 
exercised that ordinarily members are 
not counted twice. This would be 
specially important if there were close 
‘competition with another school. But 
there is such a thing as over-nicety in 
the matter, and needless scrupulousness. 
It cannot be regarded as a sin, in our 
opinion, or a serious fault, if a few peo- 
ple get reckoned among the teachers or 


officials in ‘the main school, and also} 


among the Visitors in the Home Depart- 
ment; or if two or three feeble Home 
Department members, who enjoy the 
Quarterlies and the associations the? 
bring, are still enrolled in some adult 
class list. Strictly speaking, they do not 
belong to the latter as they never, or 
scarcely ever, attend, but some teachers 
are very reluctant to take off a name 
from their roll, and it is probably not 
worth making a fuss about. The main- 
tenance of harmony and the accommo- 
dation of the various individuals con- 
cerned is more important than absolute 
accuracy of enumeration. Such exact- 
ness may be attained at too great a cost. 
Let love reign, and wisdom direct. 








What should the Visitor reply to good 
people who say they read the Bible, but are | 
not interested in the International Lessons 
and do not care to study them? 

AY that system in Bible reading | 

counts for much, and is a great deal | 
better than a desultory, haphazard treat- | 
ment of the matter; that. the Interna- | 
tional Lessons have been selected with | 
great care by a most competent com- 
mittee, that they cover the very choicest 
portions of the Book, and have a large 
body of concentrated wisdom devoted to 
their explanation; that there is a stim- 
ulus in the thought of joining with so 
many millions who use these lessons, 
and being brought thus into the unity of 
the children of God in all lands and} 
many churches. But neither these ar- | 
guments nor any others will avail with | 
all. In most cases, probably, it is not a 
matter of argument or reason, but of 
prejudice or wilfulness or a reluctance 
to come under any stated arrangement 
that would mean real application or 
regular work. Almost every one hav- 
ing any Christian tendency or affiliation 
claims to be a reader of the Bible, but 
when that claim is investigated it is not 
always found-to amount to much. Of 
course the Visitor cannot investigate it 
usually without giving offense. She) 
must content herself with making a plea | 
for the regular, systematic study of the 
lessons, and leaving it there. 








How can the Visitors assist in setting up 
the Family Altar where it has never been 
erected or has fallen into disuse? 

DIFFICULT matter indéed is this, 

but one well worth effort. Under 
the hurried conditions of modern life 
daily family prayers in most cases 
seems an impossibility to the persons 
concerned. The Visitor must frankly 
recognize these difficulties, and be very 
patient and tolerant, very considerate 
and reasonable, especially as in most 
instances she only sees the wife. She 
may urge, however, in case there are 
children, how important is the influence 
on the young lives, so susceptible to 
good impressions, of having this daily 
recognition of God as the head of the 
household, and what a gap in their 





memories it will be if they can look 
back on nothing of the kind. She may | 
plead that a little management can Save | 
at least five minutes for this important | 
purpose. A verse of Scripture recited | 


a 


or read by each one at the table, and a 
short prayer by father or mother, an 
extension of the blessing asked on the 
food or the thanks rendered—which 
latter, of course, will be omitted by no 
one making any pretension to religion— 
will take no appreciable time, and yet 
if continued from day to day, in the 
right spirit, may do not a little to help 
mould the family for Christ. There are 
brief manuals that can be used, and 
larger books are available for such as 
wish them. 
ve 


Adult Class Questions 
Discussed by W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent of the International Sunday 
School Adult Department 


What Bible class plans or methods can you 
suggest that will hold men? 

E “HOLD” babies, not men—we 

enlist men. Enlistment means at 
least three things: (1) An acceptance 
of some share of responsibility in a 
campaign of worth while service. (2) 
A recognition of the advantages of a 
Christian comradeship, and a_ willing- 
ness to share with otbers its hardship 
and victory. (3) Taking up courses 
of instruction and training for such 
campaign of service. 

The adult class building these three 
principles into its program will retain 
the interest and adequately develop the 
character of its members. 





How may an organized adult class reach 


| those in its community who speak some 


foreign language? 


Tes question is greatly appreciated 
A. 


because the O C. movement 
in America is peculiarly adapted to win- 
ning to Christ those who have come to 
our shores from other than English- 
speaking nations. 

One of the first needs any one feels 
when among foreign people is to know 
the language of the people. The Inter- 
national Y. M. C. A. has at great pains 


worked out a simple, practical plan of ~ 


teaching the English language to for- 
eigners. It could be easily and effect- 
ively used by any adult class. A letter 


| to their office, 124 Twenty-eighth Street; 
| New York City, will bring particulars. 


It is their experience that when a for- 
eigner has been unselfishly helped in 
this way his heart is opened to receive 
the Gospel message. 





“Do the O. A. B. classes render much help 
to the Home Department? 

HE Home Department lives to help 

folks; likewise the organized adult 
class. We are therefore not concerned 
primarily in the machinery of either 
movement, but we are deeply concerned 
in so relating these two movements that 
they jointly will bring the greatest pos- 
sible blessing to those for whom Jesus 
gave his life. 

The relationship proposed is that the 
adult Home Department membership 
should become Home Department ex- 
tension members of the organized 
classes. For instance, if there are ten 
young men in the Home Department 
who would attend the young men’s class 
if they should come to- the Sunday- 
school session then make those ten men 
Home Department extension members 
of the young men’s class. Request this 
class to provide the Visitor for the ten 
young men and extend to them ail the 
privileges of the class, seeking to have 
them share iri the service and social pro- 
gram of the class. 

While this relationship is established 
for the sake of the young men it does 
help the Home Department in the fol- 
lowing ways: 

1. It fixes some responsibility for 
Home Department work upon the or- 
ganized class, which is some guarantee 
of permanency. 

2. It helps the Home Department to 
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for the Sunday-School Worker 


provide a larger variety of mid-week 
social activities for, its members. 

3. It provides a more adequate and 
better adapted service program for the 
Home Department members. 





Is it wise for an adult class not to meet 
y-school in its opening and 
closing services? May they not lose 
with ool ? ; 


T IS impossible to answer the first 

part of this quéstion arbitrarily yes 
or no. An organized adult class can 
not dod sufficiently good work to retain 
the interest of men unless it has at least 
forty-five minutes for its own program. 
If the opening servic can be brief + 
enough or the school” program long 
enough to grant this time after the 
opening service it is to be preferred. 
However, if that is impracticable it is 
much better to have the men attending 
Sunday-school though they never meet 
with the main school than to have 
them remain away. Again, it needs 
to be remembered that there are 
other ways of keeping the Sunday- 
school and the O. A. B. C. in touch with 
each other than meeting together for 
a short worship service. For instance, 
the men’s class should be given and led 
to assume a very large share of respon- 
sibility for the entire program of Sun- 
day-school work. man’s interest in 
his family is intensified by his assump- 
tion of his responsibility for their sup- 
port and education, and by his effort to 
discharge that responsibility. 


ve 


Teacher-Training Questions 
Discussed by the Rev. Charles A. Oliver 


Teacher-Training Superintendent of the 
Pennsylvania State Sabbath School 
Association 


How may new members for the training 
class be secured? 
HE pastor should contribute by pub- 
lic announcements and by request- 
ing individuals to take the studies. The 
superintendent should speak of the 
training-class in the sessions of the 
school and in the workers’ meetings, and 
follow this with personal efforts. The 
class should have a committee on mem- 
bership which should include the class 
teacher. This committee should keep 
the question of new members before the 
pastor and superintendent, and should 
go after people who would be useful 
members of the class. This committee 
or an absentee committee should follow 
up those who are irregular in attend- 
ance and take measures to secure their 
more earnest participation in the class 
activities. 





What are the elements in the standard 
teacher-training courses that make it of 
value to every Sunday-school? My pastor 
is not interested. I would like to show him 
what teacher-training means. 

HE teacher-training courses give an 

outline of Bible study that it would 
be difficult for the average Sunday- 
school teacher or scholar to get in any 
other way. Many people have testified 
that in a year’s study with the training 
class they have secured fuller knowl- 
edge of the Book than their ordinary 
Bible study had given them in many 
years. 

The course gives knowledge of the 
organization, purpose, and management 
of the modern Sunday-school. 

It gives a simple study in the elements 
of psychology, making the student to be 
acquainted with the characteristics of 
different types of pupils from infancy 
to maturity, and revealing the needs of 
pupils of all ages. 

The studies also include the essen- 
tials of pedagogy, giving a training in 
how to prepare and present a lesson so 





as to produce definite results. 


Teacher-training is of great value be-| 50 cents; 
cause it prepares efficient officers and | the need. 


teachers for the school. 


} 


cause many people who would not con- 
sider an invitation to teach before they 
had taken the course gladly respond 
after pursuing these studies. 





How can the teacher-training work be 
taken by the present officers and. teachers of 
our school? 

HE entire matter should be dis- 

cussed in a regular meeting of the 
officers and teachers of the school. 
Pastor, superintendent, or some one ap- 
pointed by them should present the 
teacher-training plans and show to the 
meeting one or more of the teacher- 
training courses. A lesson from one of 
the text-books could be taught as a 
sample. 

The officers of the school should be 
prepared to recommend a_ competent 
person as teacher of the class. 

An enrolment should be taken at once 
of all who are ready to join the class. 

The time for holding the meeting is 
of special importance and should be 
considered with much care. If at all 
possible an entire evening each week 
should be set apart for the meeting of 
this class. If this is impossible the 
studies should be taken in connection 
with a weekly officers’ and teachers’ 
meeting, or before or after some regu- 
lar Sunday or week evening service of 
the church. 

All who enter the class should be 
charged with their responsibility to 
study the lessons diligently, and to 
share in the class discussions with a 
view to taking official examinations on 
the text-book. 





Illinois.—My teacher-training class has 
just completed the course “Training for 
Service” Can you suggest another text- 
book for more advanced work? What book 
have you in mind in the article in which 
you say, “The text- book should give a com- 
prehensive view of the entire Bible and the 
essentials of God’s great plan of redemp- 
tion, to the. end that they may know the 
only true God and Jesus Christ whom he 
has sent’? 

OUR class, having finished the First 

Standard teacher-training course, is 
now prepared to take the Advanced 
Standard Course, which includes stud- 
ies in the Bible, psychology, pedagogy, 
history, and missions. 

You do not say which of these sub- 
jects you desire to take first, but the 
paragraph to which you call attention 
has reference to Bible study, and I in- 
fer that will. be your preference. There 
are several text-books that give “a 
comprehensive view of the entire Bible 
and the essentials of God’s great plan of 
redemption.” I should advise that you 
look over the different books approved 
by the International Sunday-School As- 
sociation. “The Bible: A General In- 
troduction,” by: Herbert C. Alleman 
(Lutheran Publication Society, Phila- 
delphia, 35 cents postpaid), is conserva- 
tive and satisfactory. 

On teaching principles the study of 
“The Seven Laws of Teaching,” by 
Gregory (The Pilgrim Press, Boston, 
50 cents), with the reading of “Teaching 
and Teachers,” by Trumbull (Charles 
Scribner’s Sons, New York City, $1.25), 
will afford a helpful study. 

On the pupil, “The Unfolding Life,” 
by Mrs. Lamoreaux (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York and Chicago, 75 cents 
net), is clear and helpful. 

If your class should be composed of 
elementary grade teachers, “Stories and 
Story Telling,” by St. John (The Pil- 
grim Press, Boston, 60 cents net), would 
afford an admirable course. 

For Secondary Department workers 
“The Intermediate Worker and His 
Work” (Methodist Book Concern, New 
York and Cincinnati, 50 cents; by mail 
55 cents), and “The Senior Worker and 
His Work” (Methodist Book Concern, 
by mail 55 cents), will meet 


If your class should be made-up of 


Teacher-training is of value also be-| Adult Department people, “The Adult 





Worker and His Work” (Methodist 
Book Concern, 50 cents; by mail 55 
cents), will be an excellent guide to 
study. 


‘ 





Ask Marion Lawrance 








Michigan.—Should the Junior classes meet 
with the main school for the closing exer- 
cises ?7—E. M. S. 

T IS far better for the Juniors to 

have a room by themselves. If they 
are using the Graded Lessons this is 
almost a necessity, although some good 
work may be done by having the Juniors 
screened .off during the lesson period, 
using their own lessons. It would be 
very much better, however, if the 
Juniors could be by themselves from 
first to last. 


Florida—Is a roll call of teachers and 
scholars present in each class worth while? 
Is the general assembly of departments rec- 
ommended or not? Our school enrolls 291, 
and attendance averages 225.—C. B. 

ROLL-CALL of teachers and schol- 

ars is usually a waste of time. The 
attention of the scholars should always 
be called to the absence of any who are 
not there, but going over the list name 
by name is neither necessary nor desir- 
able. The classes usually number six 
to ten scholars. They are usually so 
well acquainted with each other that if 
one is absent they all know it, and it is 
easier to mark the one absent than to 
call the roll of the nine and mark them 
present, although that would result if 
the marking were properly done. 

It is not desirable for the departments 
of the school to reassemble, particularly 
the Beginners, Prima#@&s, and Juniors. 
They can spend the time to much better 
advantage separately, because the exer- 
cises can be better adapted ‘to their 
needs. 





Massachusetts.—How would you attempt 
to solve the problem of recruiting from one 
school to another in the same town?—I. A. N. 

NE OF the best ways I know of 

would be to get the superintendents 
together and practise on the eighth com- 
mandment until they could all say it in 
unison, and to say it over often enough 
that they never would forget it. Re- 
cruiting scholars from one school to an- 
other is as wicked as to steal money out 
of any man’s pocket, and nobody will 
allow it who has any sense of honor. 
Superintendents ought to refuse to ac- 
cept scholars who come from another 
Sunday-school, unless it is because they 
have moved into that neighborhood, or 
there is some good reason for it. 
not find words strong enough to express 
my disapproval and condemnation of 
this procedure. It ought to be exposed 
and condemned so thoroughly that no- 
body will ever think of doing such a 
thing again. 





New York.—What shall I say to an officer 
of the church who has children in the Sun- 
day-school, and who is a member of the 
Home Department but will not study the 
lesson ?—E. H. N. : 

HIS surely cannot be. The condi- 

tion of membership in the Home 
Department is at least one-half hour’s 
study of the lesson every week. If that 
is not done, they are automatically 
dropped out of the Home Department. 
I am aware, however, that a good many 
are retained on the roll with the hope 
that they will study the lesson, and per- 
haps it is better than nothing just to 
have their names on the list, but they 
cannot be members of the Homie De- 
partment without studying the lesson. 

Sometimes a real, live Home Depart- 
ment leader will call on such a person, 
and in a skilful, adroit manner begin to 
talk indirectly about some phase of 
Bible study, and, before the member 
knows it, he has had a lesson taught to 
him; then he is told that that is one 
of the lessons of the Home Department. 
It may be that something -of this sort 
would create interest. It will require a 
vast amount of patience, but you must 





I can- | 
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not get discouraged but keep trying 
again and again. If you can overcome 
the difficulty and get one person in a 
year to study the Bible who did not 
study it before, you have done a big 
piece of word. 


— 


Kentucky.—How can we get members of 
a Bible Class to put more study on the les- 
son ?—E. R. 

HIS is largely up to the teacher. An 

enthusiastic teacher, who  under- 
stands the business and who is a real 
student himself, will get a measure of 
study from the members of an adult 
class. The lesson, must be taught in a 
way that will appeal to the members of 
the class, and be helpful to them in their 
daily life. It must have a “pull” in it, 
as we say, and be entirely practical. 
This is too busy a day for people to be 
interested in anything purely theoretical 
or that does not line up closely with 
their daily life. It is altogether unnec- 
essary for a teacher to be poky or dull, 
but it takes a vast amount of personal 
application and study not to be that way. 
One of the best ways to maintain inter- 
est in the class is by the through-the- 
week activities. Classes need something 
to do as well as something to hear, and 
when they are interested in the other 
activities of the class; they are more 
liable to study the lesson. 
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1 Cae. for Whooping Cough, 
~~ Sai | Spasmodic Croup, 
eee Asthma, Sore Throat, 

Coughs, Bronchitis, 

Colds, Catarrh. 


Don’t fail to use Cresolene for the distressing, and 
often fatal affections tor which it is recommended. 

Itisa simple, safe, effective and drugless treatment. 

Vaporined Creselene stops the parox ysms of Whoop- 
ing Cough and relieves Spasmodic Croup at once. 

fn asthma it shortens the attack and ensures 
comfortable repose. 

‘lhe air-carrying the antiseptic vapor inspired with 
every breath, makes breathing easy, soothes the sore 
throat, and stops the cough, assuring restful nights. 

Cresolene relieves the Eronchial complications o! 
Scarlet Fever and Measles and is a valuable aid in 
the treatment of Diphtheria. 

Cresolene’s best recommen dation is its 37 years of 
successful use. Send us postal for Descriptive Booklet, 
For Sale by Druggists 

Try Cresolene Antiseptic ‘Ihroat Tablets for the 
irritated throat, composed of slippery elm bark, 
licorice, sugar and Cresolene. ‘They can’t harm 
you. Of your druggist or from us roc. in stamps. 


THE VAPO-CRESOLENE CO., 62 Cortlandt St., New York 
or Leeming-Miles Building, Montreal, Canada 
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In ordering goods, or in making in- 
quiry concerning anything advertised in 
this paper, you will oblige the publishers, 
as well as the advertiser, by stating that 
you saw the advertisement in The Sun- 
day School Times. 


Are You Clear 
on the Deity of Christ ? 


@ Can you make clear to others the 
grounds of your belief in his deity ? 
@ Do you know what John’s Gospel 
actually teaches on this theme of 
themes ? 


q@ In the first six months of 1917 you 
will be in the thick of all the ques- 
tions that are likely to be put tothe 
teacher of the Gospel according to 
John, and particularly as to the 
deity of our Lord. 

GA little book that you will find 
very illuminating is 


The Deity of Jesus Christ 


By the Rev. Dr. S. W. Pratt 


It is an ‘‘inductive study of the 

ospel of John to ascertain from an 
analysis and classification of. its 
teachings what rank this Gospel 
gives to Jesus Christ.” 
gq It will help the teacher to focus 
upon the whole subject of the deity 
of Christ the results of a close and 
careful and reverent study of John’s 
testimony. 


50 cents, postpaid 
THE Sunpay ScuHoo.t Times CcmMPaANy 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 
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Who Traded 
in Apes and 
Peacocks ? 


Can you answer this question ? 
Can your Sunday-school su- 
perintendent and teacher, or 
any one in your family who 
claims to be a Bible student ? 
It is answered in the Bible, 
and if you want to know more 
about it, just turn to 1 Kings 
10 : 22. 


There are just four hundred 
and ninety-nine equally in- 
teresting questions from the 
Old Testament, with the an- 
swers and their Scripture ref- 
erences, which have been 
hunted out by Samuel Sco- 
ville, i and are now attract- 
ively bound within-¢the covers 
of a sixty-two page book en- 
titled 


Five Hundred 

Bible Story Questions 
and Answers from 
the Old Testament 


Mr. Scoville some years ago 
selected tw renty~ -five just such 
‘Testament ques- 
in a boy's Bible 
Was conducting, 
jinterested other 
1 “was. later. en- 
tly appearing in 
School ‘Times. 
will be found 
for home and 
n bringing out 
esser known inci- 
dents of the Old Testament. 


This is the long-promised 
book, — just off the press, — 
which we regret was greatly 
delayed in making its appear- 
ance. Itis a pleasure to say 
that all standing orders have 
now been filled, and we are 
ready to send your copy at 
once, 


The price is 25 cents postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co, 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 











THE SUNDAY SCHOGL’ TEMES 


Our Visit to the Trenches 


( Continued from page 790) 


trenches, We were conducted the whole 
distance, two miles, through the first line 
of’ treriches stretching from Rainscapéllée 
to Nieuport. We had passed the second 
and: third line trenches, which. were. ex- 
cavated, as one expects a trench to be; 
but the first line, constructed at the edge 
of the. flooded district, is erected above 
the ground, but made on the same plan. 
There were the little abri; or dugouts, 
where 2s we.passed along we could see 
some of the men sleeping. .Also. we 
passed the officers’ dugouts, some con- 
taining a cot-bed, a chair, and a small 
table. As a~special favor I was per- 
mitted to crawl through the mud into a 
dugout containing a machine gun; this 
is not often permitted, as the machine 
gun is a very sacred object, if it is not 
abusing the word to use it in that con- 
nection. 

As we walked the two miles. with the 
trench fortifications at our right in the 
direction of Nieuport, we could not but 
think of the more than fifteen, thousand 
soldiers who were buried where they had 
fallen in this narrow bit of ground. It 
was -pathetic too to see the efforts the 


| soldiers were constantly. making to grow 


a few flowers. within reach. of the 
trenches, and if a shell destroyed their 
little garden one day, they . would 
emerge to reconstruct it the following 
day. . Pathetic, too, the graves, so well 
cared for, and. adorned with bits of 
stone aud brick, which lined the narrow 
path we trod. The major of the regi- 
ment kindly walked along through with 
us, and gave us the nose cf a shell that 
just the day before had hit the trench, 
killing and wounding several of his sol- 
diers. We could see where the trench 
had been broken “own by the explosion. 

All the way we"gave out Gospels and 
chocolate to the men, and they could 
not get through staring at the first 
woman, save the Queen, who had ever 
visited this first line of trenches. Over 
the top of the trench we’ wete permitted 
to look out toward the Bélgian and 
German outposts, back of which, too far 
for us to see, were the German first 
line trenches. The trenches here are too 
far apart for rifle firing, so we even 
were allowed to go for an instant just 
outside the trench, “but do not stay 
long,” cautioned the major, “for if you 
do you will get a shell.” All the time 
the shells were busily whizzing over our | 
heads, as the Germans were shelling a 
farm near Ramscapelle. We could see 
the shells explode and the dirt and 
stones fly up. “Look,” said the com- 
mandant, a little later, “the Germans 
are shelling the exact spot where we 
stopped our motor. That is the uncom- 
fortable thing about being in the firing 
line; the Germans change their range 
without informing one.” 

As we pursued our way, once stopping 
to look out toward the outpost, we spied 
two figures creeping slowly along the 
narrow footpath leading through the 
water to the outpost. They were re- 
turning to the trench. “One is a 
wounded man,” the major told us. 


watched the slow, painful progress of 





We | 


| confirmatory 


the two, and as they reached the com- | 


parative safety of the trench, 
man was almost fainting. His face 
drawn and feverish, unshed ‘tears in his | 


the one | 


After a  finat word of prayer sogethat, 


he said what we. ihinks I fo forget, — 
“If our. Lord I could’ be 
to help” a to find the truth a! 


the war, I like tobe. sparedy" is. 


what he sat 


_Not that he might meet ie el bet 


parents, 8 £6 see 
a few month eee he eee 
for almost fon years, but “that-he he mighe] 


help turn Belgium to Christ 


May his prayer. be answered; we plead 


also for its fylfilling, ; : 
Lownee, Ene, 





Books Worth Noting] 








The Mexican Twins (By Lucy Fitch 
Perkins).—Mrs. Perkins adds to her 
popular “Twins” series ore of her most 
charming stories of child life. Tita and 
Tonio, the children of a Mexican peon, 
and ’a- most exceptional peon at that, 
grow up on a great hacienda whose 
owner, like some of the ante-bellam 
slave-owners, was a most. exceptional 
man too. Just enough of the tragedy 
of the country’s history ‘is introduced to 
awaken sympathy, just enough of its re- 
ligious superstition to be understood by. 
little American children, ‘and. just 
enough of its intellectual. darkness to 
teach its own lesson. The illustrations 
are Mrs. Perkins’ attractiye — pencil 
sketches. (Houghton Mifflin, Boston, $1 
net. ) 





Stories of Thrift for Young Ameri- 
cans (By Myron -T. Pritchard and 
Grace A. 


Turkington ):—Conservation | 


and preparedness have become individual | 
as well as national issues, but this book | 


begins with the children. 
ural that the proverbial American dis- 
respect for money should. have reached 
them, and in many hor,es the children 
seem really to need more spending 
money than their parents ever had. The 
authors; perhaps bécause of a consider- 
able experience with school children; 
have succeeded in giving their pill of 
thrift in such an attractive dose of 
bright and interesting short stories that 
the most wary fifteen-year-old should 
stop to listen and learn. (Scribners, 
New York City, 60 cents.) 


Bible Interpretation (By John A: 
Lansing).—The study of the words of 
|the Bible, the great outstanding ex~- 
pressions found throughout its pages, is 
one of the most important and. fruitful 
methods of becoming acquainted with 
the truths of Scripture. -One weighty 
reason for giving attention to the words 
is that thereby the Bible becomes its own 
interpreter. This is the purpose and 
method of the present little book, which 
takes up a large number of Bible words 
and gives an interpretation of them to- 
gether with references to the most im- 
portant places where they occur. The 
reader does not need to endorse. all the 
interpretations to enable him t6 discover 
that there is much here that is useful, 
informing, provocative of thought, and 
of faith in the Word of 
God. (University Press, New York, 50 
cents.) 

Unlikely Ministries of God (By the 
Rev. J. Stuart Holden).—Many Chris- 


eyes, he stumbled ‘toward the waiting | tian people in this country as well as in 


Red Cross attendant. “Shot through 
the shoulder with shrapnel,” they told 
us, “and two others with him so badly 
wounded that they can not be moved 
until nightfall.” 

So having gained Nieuport, as it was 
too dangerous to penetrate into the 
town, which was being severely shelled 
at the time, we started our hazardous 
walk back to the waiting motor. Back 
past the second and third line trenches, 
feeling very conspicuous as we walked 
along, without any protecting trench, 
until at last we met the waiting car, 

Then back again to La Panne, and 
soon it was time to part, and we were 
bidding Peter farewell. 

“This is the greatest pleasure of. all, 
to have seen. you,” we said to him. 

“Tt couldn’t mean so much to you as it 
has to me,” came his reply. 





England have been puzzled by the war, 
and have found it difficult to reconcile 
the terrible circumstances with the 
Divine goodness, power, and providence. 
In four addresses delivered last year at 
Keswick, Mr. Holden- presents certain 
aspects of truth which will enable the 
thoughtful reader to umderstand even 
this awful strife in the light of God’s 
Word. He shows that God often speaks 
in darkness, that he often seems to 
withdraw Himself, that “he delays his 
blessings from. time to ‘time, and that he 
even appears to contradict himself. In 
these - ministries of - Darkness, 
drawal, 
speaks and bestows grace, and thereby 
inspires his people ‘to. “trust where they 
cannot trace” and to “wait patiently for 
him.” 
shilling net.) 


It is only nat- | 





With- | 
Delay, and Contradiction God 


(Morgan and Scott, London, one | 
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SOMETHING NEW 


The Superintendent's Guide 


For 1917. A Pocket Manual for Superin- 
ts. By Harry Edwards. Bartow. 
Price, 25 cents net. 


For BACH MONTH of ror7 the book offers 
awae on how to contiuct the 
school, an order of service, a thonthly 
theme, a hints for the workers’ meeting. 
For Sw Sunpay it provides an out!ine for 
the desk lesson, a prayer, a list of appropriate 
hymns, and thoug ts for the superintendent's 
uiet hour. Special features are suggested 
or many of the Sundays. 


American Sunday School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street, - - Philadelphia 
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BOOK.OF COV’T JOBS 


cy +g! American Citizens 18 or over can 
positions paying $75 to $150 

pootbls. To oe seeen WITR. Dalim. 

it 





ed p 
Easy work. Short “hours. Sure 
Se with full pay. No 
strikes. Lifetime positions. Or- 
dinar Ri sufficient. 
ITE! Don't be content 
with poor-paying, unoertai: job 
when Uncle Sam offers yo 
steady. well paying es id Raflway Mail Service, Post Office, 
Custom House or at Panama Canai. Let former U.S. Civil Serv- 
ice Seeretary-Examiner — you for the examination. Write 
fon beautiful book,—FR Patterson Civil Service 
School, 25612 News Buliaing, Meochester, N. ¥. 


sort 
Post™ 








Gist of the Laseon 


A. TORREY 
The old A vest-pocket S. S. Lesson 
Companion. World-famed for its con- 
densed thought, concise expression, per: 
tinent illustration and spiritual appeal. 
ING H. REVELL COMPANY 





When answerin advertisements, 
mention The Sun oy School Times. 


please 


WATCHWORD and TRUTH, 1917 


“*Watchword and Truth” is the name of a pote d 
ng eet magazine, devoted to a defense of the truth. 

e have been reading it for twenty-five or more years. 
It does not seek to stand for any particular denomiha- 
tion, but it does seek to stand for the truth, as given to 
the Church in the Bible. We commend it to ourspeople 
because it has been a blessing to this writer.— rom 
The Herald of Gospel Liber ty. 

Timely Articles on the * Kingdom of God,”’ the 

* Second Coming of Christ,”’ *! The Church, ’ The 
Bible. A ae Criticism,” “ Christian Science,” 
and modern cults, are pow appearing in Watchword 
and Truth, edited by Dr. M.A . Matthews, Pastor of 
the First Presbyterian Church: of Séattle, 
Robert Cameron, Seattle. 
quest. 


and Dr 

Sampie copies sent. on re- 

Price $1.00 per year. 

WATCHWORD AND TRUTH 

324 Central Building, P O Box 1849, Seattle, Wash 
Please send “‘Watchword and Truth ” at the rate of 

(ne Dollar per year, to the following addresses - 

Name 

Address 


Amount enclosed, $. - eee eee 








